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ITH the advent of the blessed Christmas 
season many pastors will again turn to the 
old cradle story which never grows old. The 
ing James Version renders the passage in Luke 
14, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
ce, good will toward men.” So long have pas- 
ors memorized the verse after this fashion that 
it will long continue to be quoted as the King 
ames Version renders the translation of the Greek. 
The American Standard Version says in the 
same verse, “Glory to God in the highest, And on 
earth peace among men in whom he is well 
pleased.” In the margin the translators give the 
alternate reading, “peace, good pleasure among 
men.” Even though the American Standard version 
is a more accurate translation of the passage, yet 
there are many ministers who are adverse to its 
use. The older ministers have memorized from 
boyhood the King James rendering, and some 
younger pastors have not yet recognized the value 
of the American Standard Version. 

There is preponderant evidence in favor of the 
reading, “Glory to God in the highest, And on 
earth peace among men in whom he is well 
pleased.” 

The entire rejection or acceptance of one or the 
other rendering depends upon one little letter, 
sigma in the Greek text. Did Luke write Eudo- 
kias, or did he write Eudokia? The King James 
Version followed the Textus Receptus. The 
Textus Receptus followed the Syrian. Classumebie 
Syrian Class followed the correction in the Alex- 
andrian manuscripts. However, so great a scholar 
as Edersheim says, “I have unhesitatingly retained 
the reading of the Textus Receptus.” But on the 
other hand, such an authority as A. T. Robertson 
says, “The Alexandrian and the Syrian classes read 
Eudokia, a scholarly correction of the Alexandrian 
Class followed by the Syrian. Hence Eudokias is 
the original reading.” 

What -was the correction? The scribe merely 
erased or failed to copy a little circle and dash, 
a sigma. He removed the final letter of the word 
Eudokias and there remained the word Eudokia. 
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By THE Rev. Epwarp B. WARREN 


Why did he thus? The Greek manuscripts were 
so valuable that they were copied in large numbers 
for distribution. It was a hard task to copy in 
those days when writing was so difficult. If one 
will attempt to take the English New Testament 
and copy it by hand, when the work is completed, 
let him go back and he will very probably discover 
that he nodded at times and grew listless, thereby 
making mistakes. 

The copyist made errors in misreading the man- 
uscript from which he copied. Any person who 
reads much handwriting will find words frequently 
which he cannot understand. They are illegible. 
Sometimes a manuscript was copied from dictation. 
A mistake of the ear was easy. Compare the 
English words bow and bough. They are spelled 
differently, yet they sound alike. There were 
errors of speech, differences of spelling, and then 
there were sometimes intentional errors. As the 
Church developed, theology developed. Hence, doc- 
trinal errors crept in to suit the particular theology 
of the scribe. 

And so the modern pastor has to decide between 
Eudokia and Eudokias: between “peace on earth, 
good will toward men,” and “peace on earth among 
men in whom he is well pleased.” 

A corrupt theology which allowed the unregen- 
erate to enter the Church might easily with inten- 
tion erase the sigma from the word and make the 
angels mean that God’s peace and good will ex- 
tend to all men on earth. But in the light of John 
3-16 and kindred passages, God extends His peace 
only to men in whom He is well pleased, men 
who believe on Jesus. The puzzled scribe would 
leave off the sigma to make the word conform to 
his theology. 

The evidence of the manuscripts is on the side 
of “peace among men in whom he is well pleased.” 
The five chief uncials Aleph, A, B, D, and W read 
Eudokias. The pastor will do well to get out his 
Greek books and study the case of Luke 2:14 ere 
he is satisfied to preach from that great Christmas 
text again. 


A Christmas Fantasy 


Epwarp M. VINTEN 


No lowly Child was born that breathless night! _ 
Though record says a lowly carpenter did father Him 
And Mary, virgin-child, did give Him birth. 


Cradled in straw? But still He was a King, 
From earliest moment when, low in the East, 
A dim-lit star arose, drawn, irresistibly 

To grace His heavenly diadem, 

Till, pinnacled above the royal Babe 

Itself burst forth to shine with glory-light. 


A dreamer’s star—it was, of colors strange. 

And time and place for showing were not marked. 

Yet by its far-flung rays, Wise Men were moved, 

And journeyed—whence, they knew not! 

Potentates, from out the Orient, in regal splendor, 

Made their way and laid rich treasures at His infant feet 
And homage gave and adoration true. 


Humble, without. 

On every hand was writ the story of a peasant race. 

The garb, the menial fare, the home bespoke a servile state, 
And yet,— 

No lowly Child was born that breathless night! 


What stirring, deep within a human breast, ele 
That lent such lordly grace to tired limbs that trod 
The paths of friendly Galilee. 

What unseen strength that surged anew from gentle hands; \ 
That leaped from garment’s hem; that streamed from kindly eyes—\ 
Grown tired, oft, from looking on the deeds of fellow-men— 
Or darted as cold points of steel } 
To stem the onward march of noisy rabble feet. 


Born to be a King, 

A king they made Him—soon. 

A crimsoned crown they pressed upon His brow. 
And linen pure, they girt about His loins. 

And o’er His shoulders, burden worn, 

They flung a mantle of a royal-purple hue. 
But—deeper than the anguish and the pain could line themselves 
Upon that princely mein, 

Was graved a message that no soul could doubt; 
A message of a calm, serene content— 

The inward majesty was shining through! 


Uplifted, 

From His parched lips there came a prayer 

For friends who lingered, and for those 

Who bartered for His vestments there below. 

A heaven-rending cry then ‘scaped His lips and pierced the hearts 
Of men— 

E’en to this day. 

A hallelujah cry, in part, no doubt, 

With which He scaled the heights and entered there the Kingdom 
He was deigned on earth to over-rule. 


And so the hearts of men, upon that night 
Year after year, through countless centuries 
Take time— 
As other Wise Men did— 

To look up for the star and bear their gifts 

Of service and of self, because they know 

No lowly Child was born that breathless night! 
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The Churches Are Empty — 
But Who’s To Blame? 


A Parson Defends His Profession 


By MaiTianp M. Lappin 


T IS the popular thing nowadays in some quar- 

ters to declare that the church has failed, and 
_that the ministry is largely to blame for its 
ailure. Indeed, one sometimes hears this declara- 
on coming from among the ranks of the minis- 
y. Only the other day I heard a minister remark 
at the church had lost her grip upon the masses 
nd that the ministry had been responsible for 
lienating the masses from the church. “The 
hurch will never regain her hold upon the mod- 
rn world,” he said, “so long as there are so many 
howmen’ occupying her pulpits.” 


That minister was obviously quite frank. In a 
easure at least, his criticism is justified, for the 
inistry is not perfect. Yet, whether or not it is 
ight to lay the entire blame for the present atti- 
ude of the average man toward the church upon 
he ministry, is a debatable question. It is true, of 
ourse, that there are some ministers who are woe- 
ully “missing the mark,” but that surely is not a 
ufficient reason for the condemnation of the entire 
rofession. There are in the ministry, just as 
here are in every other trade or profession, men 
ho have obviously mistaken their calling and 
ho may perhaps best be described as “square pegs 
in round holes,” but to infer from this that the 
christian ministry as a whole is at fault is to betray 
poor reasoning. 


Among all the professions that men choose to 
follow, the ministry is the one profession in which, 
paradoxical as it may seem, there should not be 
the slightest semblance of professionalism. Un- 
fortunately, however, in recent years there have 
been instances of an increased tendency toward pro- 
fessionalism on the part of some ministers, and 
where this has been the case, it has frequently 
meant a decrease in the minister’s personal interest 
‘in men and in some instances it has actually de- 
stroyed the close contact that ought to exist be- 
tween pastor and people. But that does not mean 
that all ministers, or even the majority of them, 
have failed in their duties as ministers. Indeed, it 
is safe to say that for every one who has, there 
are a dozen or more who are honestly plodding 
along day by day against great odds and at con- 
siderable personal sacrifice. They are laboring pa- 
Hently for the good of humanity and for the up- 
building of the Kingdom of God among men. There 
are thousands of men in the ministry today whose 
sne sincere desire it is to build up their fellows in 
, faith that is practicable and workable in this 
workaday life, and toward this they labor per- 
sistently with great faith and wonderful patience. 
Let it be granted that some ministers might better 
he designated “showmen,” yet to suggest that the 
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majority of them are in this category is, to say the 
least, far fetched and savors of libel on an honor- 
able profession. Furthermore, it reveals an abso- 
lute lack of intimacy with the life and labors of 
the average hard working pastor. 


T IS also true, of course,—and we must always 

be willing to admit the truth even if it is un- 
pleasant—that a number of ministers have become 
almost fanatical over such questions as prohibition 
and temperance, the changing moral code, the movie 
show, the dance hall, and the vaudeville show, but 
let us not hastily pass judgment upon them until 
we have carefully examined the matter. It is al- 
ways a good thing to try and see the other fellow’s 
viewpoint before passing judgment, and perhaps if 
we try to see things with the minister's eyes we 
shall discover that, in all probability, this so called 
fanaticism began with an attitude of sincere and 
righteous indignation for which there was indeed 
just cause. Of course, it might be contended that 
a minister should never become fanatical on any 
question, and that he should school himself to keep 
an even temper and a balanced judgement in all 
things. All that is very true; and fanaticism in 
the ministry is simply inexcusable. But when we 
have conceded this much, we have to recognize also 
that it is the business of the christian minister to 
speak out against every form of evil that grips at 
the hearts of men and hinders their attainment to 
the high standard of life and living which God 
has intended for them. It matters not whether 
that evil be in the form of corrupt government, 
social or industrial injustice, loose morals, in- 
sobriety, suggestive movies, immoral and degrading 
literature, or any other form, if it mars man’s 
onward march to the highest and best, it is the 
business of the minister and the church to denounce 
it rather than to condone it. If the ministry of 
today errs at all in this connection, it errs on the 
side of silence rather than on the side of out- 
spokenness. And when occasionally a man is com- 
pelled by the consciousness of his obligation to God 
and man to speak out against the evils which afflict 
his generation, he is dubbed a fanatic, if not even 
flouted as a lunatic. We have been told that “re- 
ligion always had this lunatic fringe.” Why, of 
course it had! Jesus was said to be “beside him- 
self.” Paul was told that much learning had made 
him mad. And the disciples were accused of being 
drunk on the day of Pentecost. It is marvellous 
how history repeats itself. 


SOMETIMES wish that someone would insti- 
tute an inquiry into the quality and character of 
the christian ministry in America. There can_be 


Page 100 THE-EXPOSDTTOR December, 1935 


no doubt that such an inquiry, if prosecuted with 
honesty and fairness, would reveal the fact that 
in this land, by far the greater number of men in 
the christian ministry are men who are earnestly 
and faithfully laboring for the bringing in of a new 
day and a nobler humanity. These men, far from 
being mere publicity hunters, are, in many in- 
stances, quietly and unostentatiously laboring in 
adverse environments for a monetary remuneration 
which demands the utmost frugality in their mode 
of living, and which must often tax the brain of 
the parson’s wife who has to plan how best to ex- 
pend it so as to make ends meet. Such men, with 
their self-sacrificing wives nobly sharing their 
burdens, are to be found in every city, town and 
hamlet throughout the land. They have not been 
induced to enter the profession by the emoluments 
which it offers. If monetary reward had been 
their chief consideration when choosing a profes- 
sion, they would have found it in some other field 
where their face value had greater chances of 
recognition. As it is, the majority of them will 
live and labor and die unheard of, “unwept, un- 
honored, and unsung,” but they are among the real 
heroes of our day. 


The blame for the empty church does not rest 
entirely with the ministry. Indeed, a very small 
part of the blame lies at their door. The fact is, 
the church of today is suffering from an overdose 
of “sales-resistance’ among its members. It is the 
business of the church to “sell” what it has to the 
people. Members, as well as ministers, are ex- 
pected to be “salesmen” and “saleswomen,” but few 
of them seem to have any sense of responsibility at 
all along this line. And they are not only poor 
“salesmen” and “saleswomen” themselves, but 
when the minister does attempt to “make a sale,” 
they frequently step in with their “sales-resistance” 
and prevent him from “putting over the deal.” No 
minister can possibly fill his church without the 
full and hearty cooperation of his lay membership, 
and while every minister has a faithful few who 
are always loyally cooperative, the full and hearty 
cooperation of all members, or of even the ma- 
jority of them, is something that perhaps not one 
minister in a hundred enjoys. The loyal, faithful 
and cooperative church member is the exception 
today rather than the rule. The average layman 
is content to leave everything to the minister, and 
when the minister fails to fill the church, he is 
quick to criticise him or even condemn him, despite 
the fact that he may himself be only a oncer, or 
worse still perhaps, an occasional attender at 
church. 


I DO not think that I am viewing the matter 

through colored spectacles when I reach the con- 
clusion that the blame for the empty pews today 
rests more with the average membership of our 
churches than with our ministers. Let us try and 
look fairly at this point of view. 


In the first place, He who founded the church 
declared it to be “a light set upon a hill.” As I 
understand the meaning of the Master of men, it is 
the business of every member to radiate this light. 
The primary function of the church is unques- 
tionably to give light, or, to use another familiar 
New Testament figure, to bear witness. This is 
emphasized again and again in the New Testament 
which might well be called “The Church’s Guide 


Book.” “Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” said Jesus 
to those first disciples with whom he began hig 
church. That was intended to apply not only tc 
them, but to all their successors in every genera 
tion to follow. How many church members are; 
bearing witness today? How many are reves 
through their lives that, through the church, there 
does operate a power which is able to remake thet 
lives of men; a power that makes men brave andi 
courageous to face the reverses of a time of de~ 
pression; a power that makes men just and honor- 
able in all their human relationships and in theiry 
everyday dealings with their fellows; a power that: 
makes men willing -to sacrifice on behalf of their. 
less fortunate and suffering brethren? “Ye ares 
obi S epistles . . . . . known and read of all! 
men,’ wrote the Apostle Paul to the members of1 
the church at Corinth, and that is true of thes 
church in every age. The non-churchman is more: 
apt to judge the church by the churchman than. 
by any other standard—and who can blame him? ? 
If the average churchman fails to impress him with} 
the worthwhileness of belonging to the church, is; 
he to be blamed for fighting shy of the church? ° 
And if he is lost to the church through the fail- - 
ure of the average churchman, is it fair to impute ° 
the blame for the loss to the ministry? 


After all, the truest reflection of any church is ; 
to be seen not in its ministry, but in its average : 
membership, for just as water cannot rise above - 
its own level, no more can any church rise higher 
than the level of its average membership. The : 
members make the church as the citizens make the 
nation, 


HERE, of course, it may be asked, why does not 
the minister raise his people to a higher level. 
The answer is simple. He cannot because they 
will not allow him. They fail to respond to his 
appeals and all his entreaties fall upon deaf ears. 
Indeed, he is fortunate sometimes if he can main- 
tain his own high level and does not allow himself 
to be dragged down to their lower level. Many 
a minister has all he can do to keep his own life 
sweet, and the greatest conflict for the minister is 
frequently not with any spirit from without the 
church, but with a spirit from within the church. 
And all this, just because religion has become 
formal and lifeless, and religious men and women 
have become tainted with the materialistic spirit so 
characteristic of the age in which we live, to such 
a degree, that spiritual things no longer make the 
strong appeal to them. As one very sincere min- 
ister remarked only the other day: “You simply 
cannot lead people today. They will not be led 
even by the higher things of life and religion. If 
you want to make progress in the church nowadays 
you must drive, and you must use the lesser things 
as your driving power.” In other words, church 
members today are demanding from the church 
and its ministry, what neither the church nor its 
ministry has to give, or has any right to attempt 
to give. After all, the church is not primarily a 
social institution. Nor does it exist to provide en- 
tertainment. Social fellowship it does and ought 
to create, and it should be social fellowship of the 
highest order. Legitimate entertainment it may 
provide, but it can never hope to compete success- 
fully with the great institutions in the world which 
exist exclusively to entertain men and women, and 
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hich have been doing this almost since the world 
egan. But social fellowship and entertainment 
re, in reality, merely incidental. They are means 
o an end and not ends in themselves. Whenever 
hey become ends in themselves, they defeat their 
wn purposes. And it is just here that a great 
eal of our present trouble lies. We have somehow 
orgotten that the church exists to promote soul 
rowth and to develop moral and spiritual char- 
cter. That is the sole reason for its being, yet, 
hen ministers stand by this, they are accounted 
‘narrow.” 

Attempts have been made here and there to meet 
he popular demand, but, as a rule, the results to 
he church have been even more fatal than in cases 
here no such attempts have been made. There 
re churches in every town and city which are 
iteral bee hives throbbing with activity during the 
eek with social, recreational and entertaining 
unctions, but whose worship services on Sunday 
re so sparsely attended as to make them almost 

pitiable spectacle. We must gauge the success 
f the church by the success of its worship services 
nd their helpfulness to men and women, and by 
he type of character which it moulds and pro- 
uces. Only the spiritually alive church can pro- 
uce spiritual character. 


HE crux of the whole matter is just this: our 
greatest need today is for genuine religion—a 
religion that is life, and we can only get such a re- 


I knew the denomination as thoroughly as 
any man in it and I knew that it did not stand 
for Christian unity except by absorption, which 
is the position of most denominations. 

Spiritual victories are not won by debate. 

Can any worthwhile contribution be made to 

Christian unity by a denomination working sep- 
arately? 
It is a far greater satisfaction to be in the 
group of these minorities contending for free- 
dom—than to have the united good will of the 
less free. ; 

My church were readers of two interdenomina- 
tional papers and were almost entirely unac- 
quainted with denominational papers and the 
blight that goes with them. : 

To have a Christian sit with me in the inner 
sanctuary at the Lord’s Supper and for me to 
deny him membership with me because he was 
not immersed seemed to me an anomalous pro- 
ceeding. 

It is so hard for us Christians to be gentlemen 
like Jesus. i 

No church has the moral right to practice 
closed membership, closed communion or closed 
pulpits. F ei. 

We pledge, irrespective of denominational 
barriers, to be brethren one to another in name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, whose 
we are and whom we serve. ee 

A Christian who loves only his denomination, 
or chiefly his denomination, has misinterpreted 


Christ. 
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ligion by a real return in heart and mind to God 
who is the great source of all life and the Father 
of all men. And Jesus said: “He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father.”’ When the men and 
women who claim to be followers of the Humble 
Nazarene by reason of their claim to membership 
in his church, begin so to live that the impact of 
their lives upon the lives of their fellows is such, 
that they are constrained to note that they have 
some power within of which they know nothing, 
then shall they also turn to the church in quest 
of that power, and the pews shall no longer be 
empty. 

Is not that just what happened in the case of the 
early church, concerning which we read in the 
Book of the Acts of the Apostles that “Men took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus 
and had learned of him’? And did not Jesus have 
the same thing in mind when he said: “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they, beholding 
your good works, may glorify your Father who is 
in heaven’? Let churchmen who claim to be fol- 
lowers of Jesus, incarnate the spirit of Jesus in 
their own lives; let them apply the principles of 
Jesus to all the relationships of life—domestic, 
social, business, political, racial; let them live re- 
ligion rather than talk it, and there shall come 
among men a power that shall be sufficient to 
change the whole atmosphere in which we live, 
and which shall restore to us the joy, and the 
peace, and the prosperity of former days. 


From My Reading 


He had been well reared and I always count 
that primary in a gentleman. 

The idea of superiority is purely a worldly 
attitude. 

I am not interested in the theory of apostolic 
succession any more than in the theory of the 
divine right of kings. 

All of us need to be ashamed of church history. 

Christianity is a new religion—now in _ its 
middle adolescence. 

Religious minorities have fared badly at the 
hands of religious majorities. 

Out of what we are we register the degree of 
our knowledge of God. 

Jim and I have learned not to get angry at 
the same time. 

Let the churches stop contentions over dead 
issues and petty questions and turn all their 
energies to present day constructive interpreta- 
tions of a religious life. 

The living Jesus was coming out of his 
theological concealment and again teaching. 

Our latent powers lie like bulbs and roots in 
winter. 

You cannot say that the Spirit of Christ is in 
a Protestant but not in a Catholic, or in a 
Presbyterian but not a Baptist. These petty dis- 
tinctions belong in the back alley of our lives 
and are not to be mentioned when we are talk- 
ing about Jesus—J. M. R—From “Some Experi- 
ments in Living,” Ainslie, Association Press. 


Editorial Comment 


Why All the Words 


\ \ 7 HY all the words, editorially and otherwise, concerning the NRA and the 

Church? Why should any editorial writer, as he claims or hopes to bea 
spiritual leader, make the weighty observation “The majority of the churches 
of America do not employ sufficient staffs to come within the provision of the 
NRA” when parish payrolls have nothing to do with conforming to the princi- 
ples back of the NRA? Why should anyone in the church field maintain that 
the NRA “represents so many ideals of the church for human relationships that 
enthusiasm (on the part of the churches) seems inevitable” when lack of en- 
thusiasm on the part of the church, lack of interest in and practice of those same 
principles when they were proffered on the basis of Divine love instead of human 
legislation, appears to authority to justify the NRA as a second choice, a make- 
shift, an emergency measure, as Washington acknowledges it to be? 

Truth in the heart of even the church cannot be legislated. The Bethlehem 
Babe came that right living in human relationships might be a matter of love, 
not law. Why should we continue to ignore the fact that a world full of despair 
has come upon us because we have ignored too long and refused to live under 
the code of the INRI. Has the NRA any treatment for the ills of our hearts 
which were forgotten by the INRI? 

Brotherly love is not a matter of law, save the Divine law of love. Greed 
and avidity cannot be miraculously turned into generosity and concern for a 
brother by a blue eagle so long as a spotless Lamb has failed to do it. Parish 
monthly payrolls mean nothing in conforming or not conforming to the codes 
of the INRI. When we ignore love we subject ourselves to law. 

The NRA is no Balm of Gilead. It is something to write about and talk 
about and attempt to conform to, but small the hope that accrues to the NRA. 
Before the NRA can save the world the hearts of men must be right. When 
the hearts of men are right it is because they are ruled by the love of the INRI. 
The minute the INRI comes in, all need for the NRA passes out. Our present 
need, if need it be, for the NRA indicates nothing quite so much as an even 
greater need for the INRI. 


How long can we of the church continue to talk christianity and refuse to 
live it? Let the Church of God and her professed believers turn again and yet 
again, during this holy season and permit themselves to be led, as were those 
other Wise Men of old, bya star. Then only can the world be on the way out of 


its difficulty. Qu 


Coming to the Mountains 


ND it did so happen as we were come about to the borderland of that far 
country, our month among a peoples of strange tongue and garb being 
ended, that darkness fell over the face of the desert and it was night. Howbeit, 
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the full of the moon did rise from behind barren peaks and did help light our 
way before us. 

And as we did journey slowly, the highway being not exalted, there did 
appear unto our eyes heavy silhouetted ranges toward the East, toward which 
our journeying took us. 

Now when we were come unto Palomas, the moon having ascended high 
into the heavens, it came to pass that I did make comment on the beauty of the 
night scene to my joy and my pride who did accompany me into that foreign 
land and I did say unto her, “How long it doth take to get to the mountains” 
and I did tread a little more upon the accelerator. 

And her reply did give me cause for contemplation for she saith, “Yea and 
is it not even so in life? For there are heights of ambition, and heights of ac- 
complishment, and heights of nobility none of which are attained under much 
driving.” 

And it is even so. Therefore I say unto you there is much excellency in 
setting thy face hard over toward the rising sun, but unless thou goad thy beast 
when he would graze by the way, thou shalt not ever reach the heights. 

Te 
Blind Praying 

HAT particular section of the trail was not particularly dangerous even 

though we agreed it was slightly exhiliarating. The lady’s sure footed 
animal picked its way slowly along on the heels of that of her guide, with a 
rough rock wall threatening his flank on one side and a most inequitable dis- 
tribution of mountain space immediately below and off his outer flank. 

I heard her speak. “Al,” she inquired, “do you find many who come to 
these marvelous hills, who are timid in the saddle in such a place as this?” 

Al turned unconcernedly, a suggested smile crossed his tanned face. “Why, 
Mrs. Ramsey,” he answered, “I’ve seen men about where you are, drop their 
reins, freeze onto the saddle horn, close their eyes and pray out loud, they wus so 
dad-burned scared.” 

Fright has scared many a one into audible prayer. Many an eye is closed 
to shut out a terrifying depth rather than to shut in a blessed soul calm. Vari- 
ous and vain are the saddle horns to which we intuitively cling. QQ 


The Law of the Wild 


E HAD heard the youngster protesting in the deep grass. Anyone could 

have heard him for he was a fledgling parrot. A few soft, milky pinion 
nuts convinced him that he was among friends and shortly he was behaving ac- 
cordingly, a perfect paradox of wilderness life. 

But the trail we had ‘set out upon that day was not of riding academy 
proportions, nor did it contemplate even the additional care and attention de- 
manded by so youthful a parrot upon his first horse-back ride. 

Hence with a stout buckskin thong, we gently tethered the youngster, pro- 
vided him with an abundance of luscious though sticky pine cones and continued 


on the trail of the Whitetail. ; ; 
Our return that way was not late, yet “not late” may often be “too late 
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as it was in this instance. For while our guide, by some unfathomable instinct 
took us right to the clump of pampas grass where the little fellow had been so 
carefully tethered, we found nought but the thong and a ring of feathers of 
iridescent green and red. The vicious law of the wilds. 

I presume one should expect such in the wood, hard though it be to counte- 
nance even there. What then is there to be said when one sees the same law 
in effect among the haunts of men? The wolf may dwell with the lamb. The 
leopard may lie down with the kid. The bear and the cow may feed together 
and the suckling child may put his hand on the hole of the asp. But not until 
a little child shall lead them, not until the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea. 


December, 1933' 


There and there alone is the answer to the times, the N. R. A. notwithstand- 


ing. 


Yr 


Methods of Church Work 


ADVENT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 


The Christmas season begins with Advent Sun- 
day and plans for developing a deeply spiritual 
attitude toward the greatest festival of the Church 
may properly begin with Advent Sunday services. 

In many churches the morning service is de- 
voted to a special communion service. From a 
Philadelphia church we receive an announcement 
of a special chancel feature consisting of a huge 
silver star, about three feet. base inside the points, 
with a huge wax candle mounted at the lower base. 
The candle was formally lighted during the service 
on Advent Sunday and was kept burning continu- 
ously until the night of the Christmas service, 
December 25. 

The pastor writes that the STAR was cut from 
a large white sheet of card board and painted with 
silver ink after the socket for the candle had been 
put in position. The mounting for the candle was 
of unfinished wood, with a socket for the candle 
drilled in the end extending through the star. A 
special responsive service was used with special 
reference to the candle symbolizing the Christ, 
the Light of the World. 

Suggestions for addresses for Advent Sunday 
may be found in any edition of the Minister’s 
Annual, volumes one through six, by studying the 
index in each book. 


CHRISTMAS LETTERHEADS 
AND ENVELOPES 


The announcements for special services during 
the Christmas Season may be appropriately 
printed, typed or mimeographed on _ letterheads 
bearing a Christmas message. Ministers interested 
in special service of this type should study the 
advertisements in this issue and if additional in- 
formation is desired, write to The Expositor, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


DOORKNOB HANGERS 


Members of the Sunday School classes, Boy 
Scouts, Christian Endeavor, or other organiza- 
tions will respond enthusiastically to the idea of 
special Doorknob Hangers to call attention to the 
Christmas Service. In many communities the pas- 
tors from all the churches unite in a plan for the 
purchase of Doorknob Hangers and young people 
distribute them to every house. Firms specializing 
in Church Supplies will send samples and prices 
on request. 


“THANK YOU” CARDS 


The Board of Wilshire Presbyterian Church, 
Los Angeles, sends a special “Thank You” card to 
any member of Wilshire Church who pays up a 
pledge during the Christmas Season. The cards 
are specially printed. The name of the member 
is written on the inside of the card in a space left 
for the name, and the card is mailed in a high- 
class envelope. Rey. J. Lowrey Fendrich is pas- 
tor of this enterprising church. 


AFFLICTIONS AND GRACE 


Matthew Henry once said, “Extraordinary 
afflictions are not always the punishment of extra- 
ordinary sins, but sometimes the trial of extraor- 
dinary grace.” Based on this quotation, the pas- 
tor of a church in the foreign district of Chicago 
developed a special service and sermon for the 
encouragement and inspiration of those who have 
suffered during the present years. Romans 4:4-16 
was read by the pastor as the opening of the 
responsive portion of the service, the Scripture 
reading being followed by reference to any special 
community matters, the congregation repeating the 
words of Romans 4:15, “Because the law worketh 


wrath; for where no law is, there is no transgres- 
sion, 
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Special prayers were offered for those who had 
een visited with affliction and had kept the faith 
rough grace. The pastor reports encouraging 
sponse of the people of the community in attend- 
ig the service, which he hopes to repeat monthly. 
e found that discouraged men and women in 
ae community brought their troubles to him and 
rough this contact became regular attendants 
t the Church services. 


ONEY FOR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT 


Several departments of the Norwood Presby- 
rian Church, Cincinnati, found themselves in need 
{ funds for special equipment. The Beginners and 
radle Roll Departments of the Sunday School 
resented a “Tom Thumb Wedding” at which a 
ilver offering was received from every person 
ttending. Special offering envelopes were dis- 
ibuted by the children prior to the service. 

The Senior Department organized into a “Home 
aked Doughnut Brigade’ and raised money for 
paint fund. Doughnuts were sold to any person 
the city who placed an order, rather than re- 
ricting the sale to church members. Many local 
estaurants responded to the plan and displayed 
ecial posters offering home baked doughnuts to 
atrons. 

The Sunshine Class organized the congregation 
nto a “Paper Drive’ for 15 days in December. 
"he announcement was printed in the News Bulle- 
a and everyone was encouraged to save papers 
or the sale. The present price of paper would 
nake this an attractive venture. 

Each department chose a project that would in 
o way conflict with the efforts of other depart- 
nents. Rev. William Tait Patterson is pastor of 
he Church, 


‘YHRISTMAS STOCKING PLEDGES 


The First Christian Church, Pomona, California, 
Zey. Charles F. MHutslar, distributed special 
‘Christmas Stocking Pledge Cards and Envelopes” 
o members of the Sunday School early in Decem- 
er. Pledges were made on the basis of a definite 
mount per day to be placed in the stocking each 
lay. Pledge cards were signed but held by the 
nember until Christmas morning, when the pledge 
ard with the envelope were brought to the special 
ervice for the Sunday School. It is more simple 
o lay aside a definite amount each day than to 
ecure a generous amount in one gift. 


HRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE 


If you plan to have a Christmas Eve Com- 
yunion Service this year, try lighting the Chancel 
vith large wax candles, and provide members of 
he church who partake of the sacred rite with 
“medium size candle to be lighted before the 
ervice. The First Presbyterian Church, Toledo, 
Yhio, reports a most impressive candle light com- 
qunion service. Rev. Elwood Rowsey is the pas- 
or, and will be glad to give you any details of 
he service you may desire. 


HRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 

The Choir Director of a prominent Milwaukee 
fethodist Episcopal Church organized the three 
hoirs of the church into responsive Carol Singers. 
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The first Sunday Evening service in December was 
entirely devoted to Christmas Carols, old and new. 
The Children’s Choir sang the chorus or a refrain 
of the opening lines of the Carol. Each member 
of the various choirs wore a large white paper 
collar with the words “Christmas 193—.” The 
service was repeated Christmas night. 


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 
BASED ON SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


Early in the month of December, Rev. J. Lowrey 
Fendrich, pastor of Wilshire Presbyterian Church, 
Los Angeles, requested the members of Wilshire 
to give sincere thought to resolutions for the pres- 
ent year, and to send to him a written memoran- 
dum of such resolutions. The resolutions need not 
be signed, but all names would be considered as 
confidential. On the basis of the resolutions, the 
pastor preached a serman the last Sunday in De- 
cember on the subject, “Be it Resolved!” 

Following are among the resolutions submitted: 

Resolved: I will, first, pay all my indebtedness 
in money, in service, in appreciation, in love, which 
I may owe to others. 


2nd. I will ask pardon where I have wronged. 
3rd. I will return books I have borrowed. 

4th. I will take time to play with my children. 
5th. I will observe reasonable rules for health 

building. 

6th. I will be on the alert to make new friends. 
7th. I will pray and read the Scriptures daily. 
8th. I will be honest with myself. 


9th. I will not pose. 
10th. I will study to become more poised. 


SUGGESTIONS TO PASS ON 
TO YOUR MEMBERS 


1. Keep the facts of Christmas before you, so 
you will not harbor the idea that Christmas is 
a matter of buying and receiving gifts. 

2. Write a real letter to your Mother and Father 
if they are living. Do this even though they live 
in your own city, or even your own home. You 
will gain a new idea of their meaning to you, if 
you try to put your feelings into written words. 

3. Don’t buy gifts that you have to charge! 
If you do not have money to buy the gifts you 
desire to buy, and still have some money left for 
the needy, pray for your friends and give the money 
to funds for the needy. 

4. Concentrate your personal attention on some 
needy child whose Christmas would be lonely 
without your thoughtfulness. Do not be content 
with the thought that there are so many that you 
cannot do for all, or that someone else will do it. 

5. Remember the spirit of Christmas should be 
applied to the clerks in the stores as well as to 
your friends. Leave your cross and cranky nerves 
at home when you start on a Christmas shopping 
tour. 

6. Remember the stranger in your city. There 
is always room for an extra chair at your table, 
or an extra seat in your church. 

7. Read Luke 2:1-14 at least once on Christmas 
Eve, and again on Christmas Day. 

8. Make a present unto the Lord as well as to 
your less worthy friends, viz. pay up your church 
pledge and resolve to make a new one for 1934. 
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CHRISTMAS: A CONVENTION 
OR A CHALLENGE 


Rev. Ernest W. Swan, pastor of Piedmont Com- 
munity Church, California, says, “There has _al- 
ways been a tendency to conventionalize that which 
may be embarrassing. To take Jesus seriously has 
obviously been an embarrassment. The real Jesus 
has been hidden by the glamor of legend and the 
placing of Him in an ecclesiastical frame lest He 
should touch the real facts of life. It, becomes a 
question as to how much any sentimentalism about 
the babe at Bethlehem is worth if it means that 
we call Him Lord and do not the things that He 
says. The poetry of Christmas we would, none 
of us, wish to surrender; but poetry has been de- 
fined as an ‘exquisite expression of an exquisite 
impression, and the expression of the impression 
of Jesus is found in the poetry of human action in 
real life. That poetry is written not only in the 
customs that have gathered through the ages about 
Christmas, but in the way we deal with our social 
order, unemployment, the causes and machinery of 
war. The good of Christmas is that it may come 
to our world today as a challenge, the danger of 
Christmas is that it may remain only a beautiful 
convention.” 


PANTRY PARTY 


A Pantry Party is a revised version of the old 
fashioned Donation Party. The object of the Do- 
nations should be clearly stated. If the gifts are 
for an Old People’s Home, or a Children’s Or- 
phanage, etc., the gifts should consist of things that 
will bring joy and comfort to the hearts of those 
who receive your gifts. If possible secure a list 
of the names of the inmates of the institution you 
have chosen, and be sure that every member of 
your congregation has a copy of the list. Each 
person who desires to bring a gift can easily be 
encouraged to make a special gift to any one of 
the persons on the list he may choose. For in- 
stance, if they are children, each child should have 
a doll, or some special gift to gladden the heart. 
In the case of older people, the possession of things 
to add to personal comfort means more, many times, 
than things to eat. 


LINEN LILIES 


The women of a New York City congregation 
discovered the need of linen in one of the public 
institutions, and decided to seek gifts of bed, bath, 
and table linen. They organized the membership 
into three divisions, and assigned to each division 
the special task of securing linen for one of the 
three divisions of the institution. They called the 
party a “Linen Lilies” party, and asked that each 
gift be shaped in the form of a lily blossom, with a 
colored handkerchief used as a center. The colored 
handkerchiefs were designated as personal gifts 
to the inmates of the institution, small handker- 
chiefs for women, large ones for men. Each gift 
was tied with a green tissue wrapping at the stem, 
and bore the name of the giver. 


SPIRITUAL NEEDS THE BASIS FOR 
REAL PRAYER MEETINGS 

Rev. G. Vincent Runyon, Pastor of the 18th 
Street M. E. Church, New York City, says “We 
are trying to make our prayer meeting of practical 
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value to you, (the member) by helping you to gain 
spiritual help for your needs today, and helping 
you to develop a feeling of gratitude for the grace 
you possessed yesterday.” He asks the members ta 
“come and-judge for themselves by learning at firs’: 
hand what religion has done for others.” _ 

The following six paragraphs included in youm 
announcements of your Prayer Meetings and re 
peated at the services will light the way for some : 


I 
No one could tell me what my soul might be; 
I searched for God, and God eluded me; 
I sought my brother out, and found all three, 
My soul, my God, and all humanity.—Firdusi 


II 
I knelt to pray when day was done, 
And prayed, “O Lord, bless everyone; 
Lift from each saddened heart the pain, 
And let the sick be well again.” 


And then I woke another day 
And careless went about my way. 
The whole day long I did not try 
To wipe a tear from any eye; 


I did not try to share the load 

Of any brother on my road; 

I did not even go to see 

The sick man just next door to me. 


Yet once again when day was done, 

I prayed, “O Lord, bless everyone.” 
But as I prayed, into my ear 

There came a voice that sounded clear: 


“Pause, hypocrit, before you pray, 
Who have you tried to bless today? 
God’s sweetest blessings always go 
By hands that serve Him here below.” 


And then I hid my face in shame: 

“Forgive me, God, I am to blame; 

Let me but see another day 

And I will live the way I pray.” 
—Whitney Montgomery. 


IIL 
JUST SUPPOSE 
If all that we say 
In a single day, 
With never a word left out 
Were printed each night 
In clear black and white. 
*Twould prove queer reading, no doubt. 
And then just suppose 
Ere one’s eyes he could close 
He must read the day’s record through 
Then wouldn’t one sigh, 
And wouldn’t he try 
A great deal less talking to do? 
And I more than half think 
That many a kink. 
Would be smoother in life’s tangled thread, 
If one-half that we say 
In a single day 
Were left forever unsaid. 
—Author Unknown. 
IV 
Righteousness is more than skin deep. “Save the 
surface and you save all” is a good slogan for paint 
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ian, yielded to Christ and abiding in Christ, finds 
hat the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is suf- 
icient to work a miracle in the innermost heart 
ife, cleansing it and keeping it clean. “Man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
ie the heart” (I Sam. 16:7). About which are we 
he more concerned for ourselves, our appearance 
or our heart? Let us go to any length, pay any 
price, if only we may not be numbered among 
those who are described by Paul as “them which 
glory in appearance, and not in heart” (2 Cor. 
12). —Sunday School Times. 


V 


“The Answer” by John Oxenham contains a 
thallenging message for the beginning of the New 

€ar: 

Lord, I would follow, but 

First I would leave things straight before I go, 

Collect my dues, and pay the debts I owe: 

Lest when I’m gone, and none is here to tend, 

Time’s ruthless hand my garnering o’er-throw. 


ee, yicide but not for Christians. The true Chris- 


“Who answers Christ’s insistent call 
Must give himself, his life, his all, 
Without one backward look; 

Who sets his hand unto the plow 
And glances back with anxious brow, 
His calling hath mistook. 


“Christ claims him wholly for His own; 
He must be Christ’s and Christ’s alone.” 


VI 


ERT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
HE EYE TO SEE IT 


“The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore 
hine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
ight.’—Matt. 6 :22 


This world of gloom and depression, of corrup- 
ion and national strife, is not the only world. 
There is a world of happiness; there is a world 
of good things. Behind the dissolution of the old 
xrder we see the coming of the new day; we see 
routh forging new conceptions, new standards, new 
onvictions. Behind the disasters of this postwar 
vorld, we see the first signs of a new era. Men 
alk of peace more than they have ever done before. 
[he spirit of old rivalries and prejudices is in a 
leath grapple with the spirit of good will and of 
‘omity. Behind political corruption we see the 
ranguards of new political alignments in which, to 
ome of us, there lies the hope for honesty and in- 
egrity. Behind our economic disaster there is the 
yromise of a new social order. The world is dark 
o those whose hearts are dark; but to those whose 
rearts are light and radiant the world is bright 
ind full of promise—A. K. Walborn ; 

Many of us believe that our present calamity 
vill compel'us to put more of the spirit and of the 
eachings of Jesus into every human relationship.— 
4rnold Hilmer Lowe 


JNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY, 
JECEMBER 10 

The American Bible Society offers you special 
rograms, a Pageant Drama, Posters, and the fol- 
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lowing electro-type for the announcement and ob- 
servation of Bible Sunday, December 10. 


= ALL a b a! 
UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY 
December 10, 1933 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


nl Y 
if YY 


y/ 


Write for information about the special brochure, 
“The Light Shineth in Darkness,’ an address by 
Walter Russell Bowie, D.D., the responsive read- 
ing based on John 1:5, and the cut. 

“Let There be Light,” a Pageant Drama by 
Elliot Field, written especially for the American 
Bible Society for December 10, 1933, may be se- 
cured for 25c, paper binding. In addition to the 
Drama, the book includes full notes on production, 
and a list of other volumes that will be helpful 
to your Dramatic Society in producing other 
dramas. 


FOR YOUR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TEACHERS 


Teachers who are interested in presenting the 
teachings of the Scriptures as applied to daily liv- 
ing will be interested in a new series of booklets 
published by the Morehouse Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee. There are four books, paper binding, 
25c each, in the series, each covering suggestions 
for three months. You will have practical use 
for these books, and the illustrations in color are 
instructive, in good taste, and beautiful. The illus- 
trations alone are worth the price asked for the 
booklets. Send for a set and let your classes judge 
of their value. 


DRAMATIC SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS 


Pastors interested in special services should 
study the Dramatic Service on page 23 of the 
November issue of the Journal of Religious Edu- 
cation, Chicago. The service is entitled, “The 
Coming of the Christ-Child,’ written by Ruth 
Irwin Rex. This service, as well as other features 
of the issue will make it well worth the 15c re- 
quested for single issues of the magazine. 
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CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 


A copy of the new catalog issued by The Pil- 
grim Press, Dept. E-12, 19 South La Salle Street, 
Chicago, will aid you in the selection of Church 
and Sunday School supplies for the Christmas 
season. The beautifully illustrated Christmas cat- 
alog may be had upon request, and will bring you 
information and prices of desirable aids in carry- 
ing out your Christmas Programs. Write for a 
catalog today. 

Study the index on page 130 for information on 
Christmas Cards, Christmas books and other sup- 
plies needed for your Holiday plans. 


For The Bulletin Board 


Christmas is a season of the heart, not of the 
hand. 

Give not from your purse, but from your heart. 

Some pray for self; some pray for self and thee. 

Happiness is a deep as the service you render. 

Heroes of everyday life out-general canal build- 
ers and captains of industry. 


We gain only by experience. 

The problem of many is “How to live without 
an income.” 

Many feel inadequate for the demands of life be- 
cause they attempt to live without grace. 

How large is your reserve of “pluck?” 

Spiritual loss is more serious than bank losses. 

Money is for today; love is for eternity also. 

Social justice must be achieved first in the heart 
of man, then on the statute books. 

Christians are supposed to change the world. 

Christians who follow the Master may be cruci- 
fied even today. 

Science is mounting man upon a bigger horse 
than he knows how to ride—Fosdick. 

The strong grow stronger by bearing the bur- 
dens of the weak. 

We need friends to strengthen our faith in our~ 
selves. 

True patriots follow the path of “Right” and pull 
their country with them.- 

True Christians follow Christ, knowing thereim 
lies eternal profit. 

Social wrong masquerades under the cloak of 
“modern industrialism.” 


Music for Choir and Organ—December 


PRELUDE 
Pe Cheristnias el dy: eee eee ee Dunn 
Christina s#ineSicil ya ene nee Yon 
Jecusalemuthes Goldentees eae Spark 
iebestraume a= =e eee mene 81S 7f 
Melodie. Suet eae ae ee Tschaikowsky 
Scone line Goines Eomensa ee eee Lester 
Belise@vensordann==a=aes eee Hamblen 
EV Cli OS Of Cee eS CLO 
FAV CNN AT 1a ee ee eee een a ee Pe ay 

ANTHEM 


Before the Heavens Were Spread Abroad..Parker 
To Thee Do I Lift Up My Soul 121 

Remember Now Thy Creator 
Prepare Ye the Way 
Sing and Rejoice 


Hail to the Lord’s Annointed.................. Andrews 
Prepare Ye the Way (Star of Bethlehem)...... 
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How Lovely Are the Messengers....Mendelssohn 
ithesDaysot thes bord (Cometh ae Nevin 


Mys Soule Shalliibes joyiul =e Federleim 
Hark vila nike Mv So ula Shelleyy 
OFFERTORY 

Shepherdiss Morning Song Davis 
GodelssOugs lope Bottings 
IRhapsodysonn©ldn Carols Lester: 
Christy Childiseeullabyaeee a eee Mueller: 
Mangers Hymne. se ee Fryy 
Aneel Swatathem Vian sera e a Luvaas: 
SHOWS OH IMIEN AY cerecccecesenccee on correcwnenrece Williamsom 
het Gonventiy. | Carol! ee 

ine B ethilebeniicad oii gee Mueller: 

POSTLUDE 

Postlude in’ ‘C. Major 22. Foote: 
Marche) Sollenelle ee ae Maillyy 
antares riompiiale ass Armstrong: 
Gloria a ee © ee eee André 
Postludei...5. 2 ee eee Guilmanti 
Comnelitsm Narcan Mendelssohr 
Gothic March. 5) 0 Salome: 


Illustrations 
By Tue Rev. Witu1am J. Hart, D.D. 


CHRIST A PART OF ALL LIFE 


Matt. 1:1. “The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ.” 
_ At Christmas time, in some of our public squares 
in the cities, the lights of office buildings are ar- 
ranged so that they shine out in the form of a 
cross. It is the moving symbol of the great task 
the great hope of our world, that the church and 
the message of Jesus Christ must be in our world 


not merely like a little Christmas tree, a temporary! 
addition in some city park. It is rather, to be a 
part of business itself, of the things that we do 
for a living, and which is the texture of our daily 
life and the work of our whole industrial world. 
On that we must place the marks of the Lordi 
Jesus. For only as we carry his spirit into the: 
ruling forces of our work, only as we bring into 
business itself some of the sacrificial spirit of Jesus: 
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Christ, will we ever get on with the task and the 
1ope of making this a Christ-like world.’—Pro- 
fessor Halford E, Luccock. 


‘LET NOTHING YOU DISMAY!” 


_ Luke 2:30. “For mine eyes have seen they salva- 
‘on.’ 
“Everybody, consciously or unconsciously, cher- 
ishes a_ favorite carol, and to me there is one 
whose first verse gives, as in a nutshell, the whole 
inner significance of Christmas,— 

‘God rest you, merry gentlemen,— 

Let nothing you dismay: 

For Jesus Christ our Saviour 

Was born on Christmas Day.’ 
| I can’t imagine a more helpful verse as a motto 
ror the whole year round.’—May Byron. 


EARD THE UNSEEN OCEAN 


Luke 1:32. “He shall be great, and shall be called 
he Son of the Highest.” 


“Some, like myself, may have spent a part of 
heir life behind a range of hills that barred the 
tlantic from view. But sometimes, at eventide 
r in some other wistful hour, one heard behind 
e hills the faint but majestic boom of the unseen 
ighty ocean. Is not this what we feel at times— 
olden memories of the soul—when we hear in His 
ermons and in all His teaching, the sound of an 
cean of saving Truth?”—Elvet Lewis, London. 


HRIST SPEAKS EVERY LANGUAGE 


Luke 1:33. “And of his kingdom there shall be 
o end.” 
Luke 2:10. “To all people.” 


There is One, the only One of all the human 

ace, who becomes a native wherever He comes to 
e truly known. His Olivet is wherever faith in 
im is born. His Galilee is wherever love for 
im is cherished. He speaks in every language 
is if it were His mother tongue. . . . When I 
isten on the wireless to what is spoken or sung 
n German, it is German; in French, it is French. 
ut when I listen “in the Spirit”’—a far kinder 
nd quieter wireless—the voice from the hillside 
f Galilee, and the shore of the Syrian sea, He 
peaks in my mother tongue. But so He speaks 
Iso in hundreds of languages and dialects in all 
arts of the earth.’—Dr. Elvet Lewis. 


HRISTMAS TIDE ASSOCIATED 
ITH GIVING 


John 3:16. “God so loved the world, that he gave 
US 9 emsXeoe 

“Tokens of good-will pass from soul to soul, 
ike the movement of fraternal shuttles, weaving 
he fabric of stronger and more gracious relation- 
hips. Everybody gives at Christmas-time, and it 
s altogether gracious and fitting that at this holy 
season, which witnessed the love-gift of a Saviour, 
ve should reflect something of the same wonder- 
ul disposition—J. H. Jowett. 


AKING THE CHRISTMAS 
ONG COME TRUE 


Luke 2:14. “And on earth peace.” 
During the World War the newspapers were 
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full every Christmas season of stories of the sus- 
pension of hostilities on Christmas day. In many 
places along the battle front the guns would cease. 
The soldiers on the allied side in “no man’s land” 
could hear German Christmas carols wafted across 
barbed-wire entrenchments. Very often the mem- 
bers of opposing armies exchanged greetings and 
even gifts. 

Then, on the next day, the men who had sent 
Christmas greetings to one another returned to 
the business of trying to kill one another. 

The cessation of warfare on Christmas as a 
tribute to the Prince of Peace was a fine and, no 
doubt, sincere gesture; but what a bitter mockery 
it was to treat the birthday of Jesus as just as 
interlude between killings—a recess, as it were, 
when the whole meaning of Christmas demands a 
wiping off of war from the face of the earth! The 
Christmas anthem “Peace on earth among men of 
good will” calls for a permanent state of affairs, 
not merely for breathing spells of a few hours or 
a few years——Halford F. Luccock. 


CHRISTMAS BEGAN IN A MANGER 


Luke 2:12. “Ve shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 


“The greatest epoch in all human history began 
in a manger.”—Calvin Coolidge. 


CULTIVATING THE REAL 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 


Matt. 2:2. “For we have seen his star.” 


With his own hand Calvin Coolidge, then Presi- 
dent of the United States, wrote a message to the 
American people at the Christmas season of 1927. 
His words are worthy of being remembered. Said 
he: “Christmas is not a time or a season, but a 
state of mind. To cherish peace and good-will, to 
be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit 
of Christmas. If we think on these things, there 
will be born in us a Saviour and over us will 
shine a star sending its gleam of hope to the 
world.”—The Presbyterian Banner. 


CHRISTMAS THE PEAK OF THE YEAR 

Matt. 1:1. “The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Christmas, to me, is the peak of the whole year. 
It is more than that—it is almost the reason for the 
whole year. It was on Christmas Day that the 
world found its real meaning—that the earth 
learned its most thrilling lesson. When Christ was 
born in a dim, sweet-scented manger place, the 
whole foundation of a new world was born with 
Him. In His frail, tight-clenched little hands He 
held the keys to a new civilization. In His wak- 
ing, new-born eyes He carried the glimmerings of 
a new hope. In His baby heart the spirit of giv- 
ing was already alive and poignant. Not the giving 
of material gifts—the giving of beauty, in every 
sense ! 

The weeks that come before Christmas, I think, 
possess something that no other weeks can begin 
to equal. Early December is a time when all of 
earth holds its breath and waits—waits for a glori- 
ous event. Centuries ago, I like to think that 
Mary, in this time before Christmas, was fash- 
ioning lovely little garments. I like to think that 
her mind was fashioning lovely little dreams. I 
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like to think that the before-Christmas period was 
so filled with promise, so filled with hope, for her, 
that there was never a lessening of its brightness. 
There was no premonition of a long, rugged road— 
there was no shadowing of the cross that stood 
high on Calvary’s hill. The weeks before Christ- 
mas, to Mary, were as gallant as the springtime, 
and as bright. And so they should be to us!— 
Margaret E. Sangster. 


THE MIRROR IN THE CATHEDRAL 


Luke 2:9. “The glory of the Lord shone round 
about them.” 


There is in the Church of St. Peter at Rome a 
very wonderful painting, but it is so far up in the 
heights of the great dome that the eye is unable 
to discern its marvellous beauty and significance. 
To overcome this difficulty, an ingenious arrange- 
ment was conceived by the idea of placing a large 
mirror near the floor, and there, reflected in the 
mirror, the great masterpiece can be easily seen. 
So, in like manner, the glory of God as seen in the 
heavenly heights by celestial beings, we could not 
as mortals behold; but God has given us a mani- 
festation, the epiphany of Himself, in His beloved 
Son, who has brought down in the mirror of the 
Gospel the glory of the blessed God; and as we 
gaze on His face in the mirror of the Word, the 
Holy Spirit transforms our lives into the same 
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image from glory to glory—The Christian Herald 
(London). 5 


AN EARTHLY PRINCE, 
AND THE HEAVENLY 

John 1:11, 12. “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not. But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God.” 

When George V was crowned king, his eldest 
son went to the old Welsh castle of Carnarvon to 
be received as Prince of Wales. Accompanied by 


! 


| 


David Lloyd George, greatest of living Welsh- - 


men, he approached the castle door. All within 
was still. The door was closed and barred. He 
knocked, but there was no answer. He knocked 
the third time and the bar was drawn, the door 
was flung wide, and, as he entered, the castle was 
glorious with light and the hall vocal with song. 
The Prince had come unto his own, and his own 
received him with singing welcome. 


| 


' 


t 


It was not: 


so with the Prince of Peace. “He came unto his ; 
own, and his own received him not.” “He was: 
in the world, and the world was made by him, , 
and the world knew him not.” To dream such a. 


thing is absured. 
too humanly impossible, not to be true. 
credible, but it is history. 
it is fact. 
day School Times. 


Church and Society 


By J. J. Poevan, D.D. 


Luke 12:56. “How ts it that you cannot judge 
of this time?” 


Leadership that didn’t lead and why! These 
leaders were not insincere, nor lazy, nor neglectful 
of the ceremonies of custom and tradition. They 
also had social decency, respectability and even 
missionary zeal—they would “encompass land and 
sea to make one proselyte.’ God however does 
not run his plant on mere Quantity Production, as 
we did in the past industrial period, but on Qual- 
ity Goods. Their’s was the sin of a Narrow- 
gauged and largely Introspective Mind! Paul con- 
fessed it when as Saul the Persecutor, he said: 
“I thought with myself that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Later, he thought with others, became converted, 
forgot his contrariness and “discerned his time.” 


Rom. 14:10. “Why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother?” 

Do not think that because a minister has a small 
church, that he must necessarily be a “small” man 
nor because he has a large church, that he is a 

large” man. God’s yardstick is different from 
man’s, and even a “pulpit committee.” We know 
of some great preachers, thinkers and godly men 
who are in very small and restricted fields. Some 
of our “great” city preachers would be stumped to 
death in serving these fields. Many of our really 
great leaders once came from small fields. Churches 


can both make and break men! 


It is too wonderful, too strange, , 
It is in-- 
It belongs to faith, but - 
There was no room for him!—The Sun- - 


Acts 15:32. “And Judas and Silas, exhorted the» 


heathen with many words.” 


“God is not dead”—neither is preaching. The : 


land is literally strewn with lay preachers. 


Be- - 


hold the newspaper editorial, the magazine story, , 
the serious stage and novel plot, even the “talkies” ’ 
—sometimes. Can’t yau see them all throwing out - 
their chests, rolling their eyes, thumping their - 
fists a la Mussolini and telling the human species . 


just what he should do. “By thy words shalt thou 


/ 


be justified and by the words shalt thou be con-. 


demned.”’ 


IEG IBA SS, 
mouth: keep the door of my lips.” 


“Set a watch, O Lord, before my ’ 


An unattached electrical “live-wire” may bring - 
death and destruction. Are not many human “live-— 


wires” equally as dangerus? You can’t develop 


sober speech (the need of the hour) without sober 


thinking. Pepper may stimulate (we prefer ginger) 


but it requires salt to preserve. “Ye are the salt. 


of the earth.” 


Isa. 5:7. “He looked for judgment, but behold 


Oppression: .., ” 


This word “oppression” is a rare word in the 
Old Testament, especially as a noun. Scholars tell 
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us that it may mean partisanship, favoritism, 
wrongful annexation, seizure and its likes. Oppres- 
sion always antedates depression. When five per 
cent control the ninety-five per cent of a nation’s 
population and with one-third of its wealth in the 
hands of but ONE PER CENT of its population— 
then oppression and depression is never far away. 


Jas. 1:21. “Lay aside all filthiness and superfluity 
of naughtiness ...” 

A few items from Roosevelt’s Own Story in 
“Looking Forward:” “Two-thirds of industry in 
the hands of a few hundred corporations and actu- 
ally managed by not more than 5000 men: more 
than half a nation’s savings invested in corporation 
stocks and bonds—a sport of the stock market; 
less than three dozen private banks and stock-sell- 
ing adjuncts in commercial banks have directed 
the flow of capital both within and outside the 
country ” It surely was an efficient eco- 
nomic machine to those who “worked” it. Its only 
weak spot was that the promoters and _bene- 
ficiaries simply ignored the Divine principle that 
for “all these things, God would bring them into 
judgment”—a judgment in some cases delayed, but 
still inevitable. 


Luke 16:13.” No servant can serve two masters.” 


But what relation if any, has this to do with 
the work of organized religion? Simply, that many 
church societies and organizations have stock- 
holdings and depend upon the rise of the stock 
market to help save the heathen, both at home and 
abroad. What would Jesus say and do? Rausen- 
busch and Gladden (the author of the phrase 
“tainted money”) have gone home. Who will fol- 
low in their train? : 


Ps. 139:7. “Whither shall I go from thy Spirit, 
or flee from-thy presence?” 

Man’s Five World’s of Thought. 1. The world 
of personal spirits, ghosts and different gods. How 
to appease and control them. Rise of the polythe- 
ism, monotheism, theocracies and theologies. Ye 
The world of philosophy or how to get along with 
the universe. Main questions for 2000 years: 
what is “ultimate substance’—“reality”’—“one in 
many and many in one?” 3. The world of intro- 
spection or what is man within? Study of struc- 
ture and function of mind. 4. The world of ma- 
terial resources of the earth. How to utilize for 
necessity and comfort? Study of gas, coal, steam, 
electricity. 5. The world of interdependence with 
his fellow-man. Man is responsible to God and 
man for his conduct. How to cooperate with the 
on going forces of life? How to establish a Chris- 
tian Society? How to build a life “hid with Christ 
in God?” 


Ps. 150:1. “Praise ye the Lord!” 

Prov. 4:18. “The path of the just ‘is as the shin- 
ing light . . . shineth more and more.” 

A writer in the “Bandera New Era,” a Texas 
paper, writes: “Don’t talk to me about hard times! 
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I was born 8 miles from a railroad, 5 miles from a 
school, 9 miles from a church, 885 miles from New 
York, 200 yards from a wash hole, and 15 feet 
from a cornfield. Nearest neighbors lived 2 
miles away, and they couldn’t read or write. Our 
only books were a bible and catalogue. Twelve 
members of family and lived in three rooms. 
Everybody worked. We had gravy and bread for 
breakfast, liver and cracklin’ hoecake for dinner, 
buttermilk and corn pone for supper. We went 
to school 2 or 3 months in the year, but not in 
a bus. We went to church once a month, but not 
in a car, but in a two-mule wagon. Beds were 
of slats or tight-rope variety. We loved Ma and Pa. 
Never hungered. <A _ stick of candy and three 
raisins for Christmas. So times are not hard 


” 


now. 


Luke 21:11. “And great signs shall there be 
from heaven.” 

The past four years has offered rare oppor- 
tunity (as in no previous fifty years) for a modern- 
going church to make an adjustment in “Values.” 
To many, religion has long had a “business” or 
“market” value, a “book” value, a “denominational” 
and “social prestige’ value. Many of our leading 
‘individualistic’ churches are now compelled to 
consider “social efficiency” values, or else lose the 
interest and confidence of their constituents. What 
a day that will be when all our religious issues, 
business and politics (whether of Boards of Por- 
motion, Standing Committees or General Secre- 
taries) are interpreted from the “kingdom’s” view- 
point ! 


Rev. 1:11. “What thou seest, write in a book.” 

Jesus wrote no books, but some one has been 
writing them. There were 10,307 new books and 
editions last year in America, 28, for each day of 
the year. It would be unusual to discover one 
which does not give Chrfist an eulogy or passing 
reference. He is still making history and cap- 
turing the best thoughts of men. But think of 
10,307 reputations of writers at stake and as many 
different claims for the “best book.” What to buy 
or read is a cultivated gift. 


Luke 6:42. “Thou hypocrite, cast out first the 
beam out of thine own eye.” 
“Gold Diggers’—a term defined as “a distinc- 
tively female occupation.” The practice first began 
as an economic necessity in providing food, cloth- 
ing and shelter. Of late, it has developed into a 
highly technical art which demands both time and 
training. Thus the less-favored and hard-work- 
ing woman is handicapped—she cannot compete. 
But if this is a world of equal opportunity to both 
sexes, why is it less fair for a female to sell fake 
love and affection, than for a male to sell fake 
stocks and bonds? Of course, neither act is ethical 
and commendable. We simply want to show up 
any dishonest man who wants to wise-crack a 
“poor” and “defenceless” female. 


The Preacher In His Pulpit 
ANOTHER LITTLE JEW 
By Tue Rev. C. Irvine Benson, D.D. 


Melbourne, Australia 


TEXT: Luke 2:1-6. : 

A Roman census took the names of a pair of 
peasants of Bethlehem on the first Christmas mght. 

The name first written on a census roll has be- 
come the name above every name—a name ploughed 
deep into the history of the world. 

It may be that one of these days the actual 
census paper will be unearthed on which Joseph 
entered his name, together with those of Mary, 
his wife, and the child, Jesus. 


St. Luke’s Records 


“And it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all 
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was 
first made when Quirinius was Governor of 
Syisia)) ee 

So it came about that a man and a woman tray- 
eled wearily along the road which led from Jerusa- 
lem to the little town of Bethlehem. 


In spite of fatigue, a strong patriotic emotion 
must have stirred within them as they came in 
sight of that town echoing so many memories of 
the past. 

We can picture Joseph entering the town as the 
sun began to set, leading the mule by the bridle 
through the narrow streets. 


He is met by the discouraging words that the 
inn was full. They must camp in the stable. 
There was no lowlier shelter in all the world that 
night. 


Jesus must have been entered on the census. 
To the Roman officials, it meant just another little 
Jew to enroll. He seemed an unlikely candidate 
for universal fame. Everything was against him. 
Yet the chief glory of this old world is that He 
lived on it. 

Centuries have passed since that night. Thrones 
have crumbled, but an ever-increasing glory gath- 
ers around that stable. 


The proud Augustus has long since turned to 
dust and his Empire is a dim recollection. The 
murderous Herod is only a villainous figure in 
the half-forgotten past. 


But that child of the manger holds sway over 
millions of lives, the band of shepherds has be- 
come a vast multitude of peoples and nations and 
tongues who hail Him as King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. The star of Bethlehem has be- 
come the Light of the World. 

Christmas day is here again and it is well to 
re-think its mighty meaning and prepare our 
hearts to keep the feast. There is a danger that 
familiarity may blind us to its central reality. 

Christ always taught that He came into life for 
a divine purpose. Hear His own words :—“The 
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” “The Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
Jife a ransom for many.” 


“IT am come that ye might have life and that 
ye might have it more abundantly.” And again, 
“To this end was I born, and for this cause came 
I unto the world that I might bear witness unto 
the truth.” 

When we look facts in the eye we know that 
the bitter root of the world’s unhappiness is sin. 
Call it by what names you will, there is the ugly 
poisonous fact of sin, and man’s misery lies in his 
powerlessness to destroy it. 

Christ came to reveal the remedy, to show us 
the way out. Every sin-sick and sorrow-worn 
soul who comes to Him in sincerity finds new life. 

The good tidings are still as true as on that 
quiet night when they were first spoken. And so, 
if Christmas finds you living in a house of gloom, 
a dark cell of despair, remember there is a-door 
into the light, and if the door remains locked the 
key is on your side of it. 

Christmas shames our stinginess. Through the 
year we grow hard and mean, but this season 
brings a revival of generosity. There are few 
joys that warm our cold hearts like the gladness 
that comes with giving. If only we believed it 
and practiced it, every day would be Christmas 
Day. 

Let Christmas Keep Us 


We escape from the sorrows that beset us when 
we go out to bring cheer to those more sorrow- 
stricken than ourselves. We must cease mum- 
bling, “O to be served,” and sing the triumphant 
note, “O to serve.” Then we shall find that, in- 
stead of keeping Christmas, Christmas will keep 
us. 

One more little Jew, another subject for Casar— 
born in a stable. The manger has become more 
than all the thrones, the swaddling clothes more 
imperial than royal purple, those tiny hands now 
hold the sceptre of the world. Christ has steadily 
built Himself into the intricate life of humanity, 
giving direction to its best thoughts, implanting 
His principles and methods, changing ideals. We 
test all life by His. 


A Festival of Humanity 


_ Brotherhood was born on Christmas Daysuelt 
is, therefore, a festival for humanity—a higher 
birthday for the race. All that separates class 
from class, party from party, nation from nation, 
must melt before the goodwill of the living Christ. 

When we look at the progress of one year it 
seems little. When we see what humanity has 
attained since that Bethlehem night, we take heart 
and hope, believing in the possibility of all things 
good and true. 

Right things are strengthening, wrong things 
are weakening. “Of the increase of His govern- 
ment and peace there shall be no end.” 

His thought knows no alien races, no outcast 
men nor women. He gathers us all, Jew and 
Gentile, within the healing of His love. Within the 
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circumference of His charity there is room for all 
the wide areas of the human spirit. 

There went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be enrolled. On one 
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of those Roman rolls appeared the name of Jesus. 

The great question we have to settle is whether 

our names are written in His Book of Life. 
—From The Melbourne Herald. 


IF JESUS HAD NOT COME 
By T. Tupor Ruys, B.A., B.D. 


For unto you is born this day in the city of 
PYavid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord— 
Luke 2:11. 

In considering this biggest IF in the world, if 
Jesus had not come, there are four questions which 
I shall ask. How did Jesus come? Where did 
He come? Why did He come? When did He 
come? And in seeking an answer I shall be 
guided by a truth in which there is no “if” at all, 
the truth that when, in fact, God did reveal Him- 
self through Jesus Christ, He faced the actual sit- 
uation. He accepted the world as it was. 


I—How Did Jesus Come? 

He came as a little child. He was born in 
Bethlehem. That is the beautiful and wonderful 
event which we recall at Christmas-time. Now 
comes the superior person and says: “Yes, that 
is all very well, but what about all those super- 
natural accompaniments to the simple story of the 
birth of Jesus? What about the Heavenly Mes- 
sengers, the Singing Angels, the Guiding Star, the 
Virgin Birth? If only you would cut out the 
supernatural, I could believe it.’ Cut out the 
supernatural? Try it! Try to cut out the super- 
natural from your own life, and how much of it 
would there be left? What is the supernatural? 
It is not that which is contrary to nature. It is 
that part of nature which is above us, and beyond 
us, although partly within us. It is the unintel- 
ligible, the mysterious, the not yet disclosed. Mrs. 
Thirkell, a granddaughter of Burne-Jones, the 
painter, has written a charming book about her own 
childhood. She lived in one of her grandfather’s 
beautiful houses, and many distinguished people 
came to visit her parents. “But,” she says, “draw- 
ing-room life goes on far above the heads of little 
people who are playing on the floor, so that when 
Millais came to tea... 1 merely reported next 
day that I had seen the new doctor.” Are we not 
all children, playing on the floor of our Father’s 
House? Are there not many things above us and 
beyond us, things “too high” as the Psalmist says, 
of which we are only dimly aware? And there 
are times when the mysterious and the unknown 
intrudes upon us suddenly, and we are troubled 
and terrified. 


Just when we are safest, there’s a sunset touch 
A fancy from a flower-bell, someone’s death, 

A chorus-ending from Euripides,— 

And that’s enough for fifty hopes and fears 
As old and new at once as nature’s self, 

To rap and knock and enter in our soul. 


Cut out the supernatural? We might just as 
well try to cut out our own heart. To escape the 


supernatural we should have to live in a different 
world. And the answer to the question “How” 
Jesus came means that God faced this world of 
ours as it was, burdened with the sense of the 
supernatural, haunted by a fear of the unknown. 
And when, at Bethlehem, the veil was lifted, men 
saw, behind that veil, not a dreadful horror, but a 
loving Father. From behind the veil of the Un- 
known, heralded by messengers from another world, 
accompanied by the music of the Choir Invisible, 
there came the little Child Jesus, Son of Man and 
Son of God. What is there behind that veil of 
the dreaded, the unknown, the mysterious, the un- 
intelligible? God is there. Love is there. The 
Father is there. We should not have known that, 
if Jesus had not come. 


II—Where Did Jesus Come? 


He came into an ordinary family. The parents 
He chose were an ordinary couple, a carpenter 
from Nazareth and Mary his wife. When God 
revealed Himself in the coming of Jesus, He ac- 
cepted human nature as it was. “The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us.’ Take Plato’s 
“Republic.” It is a very wonderful dream. But 
it is only a dream. It can never come true, be- 
cause it pre-supposes, for its fulfilment, another 
kind of world than ours, and it demands, for its 
realization, a different kind of nature from ours. 
One of the causes of the fall of the Roman Em- 
pire was the assumption that the ordinary man 
was not fit for anything but slavery. But the an- 
swer to the “Where” Jesus came means that God 
faced the fact of human nature as it is. Mrs. 
Thirkell says that her grandfather put one of his 
beautiful windows with the Holy Grail over the 
sink where the scullery maid washed up. That 
was a lovely thing to do. And it was what God 
did when Jesus was born in a barn to parents like 
Joseph the carpenter and Mary his wife. He ac- 
cepted the ordinary and glorified it. 

Jesus went on doing that all His life—accepting 
men and women just as they were, publicans and 
sinners, human nature in the raw. He took men 
and women as they were, and transformed them 
into what they ought to be. 


Can anything be done with human nature as it 
is? “Yes,” says Simon the timid, “He made me 
brave.” “Yes,” says Saul the proud, “He made 
me humble.” ‘Yes,’ say multitudes of the re- 
deemed, “our sins were as scarlet, and they are 
washed whiter than snow.” (Can anything be made 
of the ordinary man? 


If I ask Him to receive me, 
Will He say me nay? 
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Not till earth, and not till heaven 
Pass away. 


We should not have known that, if Jesus had 
not come. 


IlI—Why Did Jesus Come? 


“While we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 
Yes, but if Jesus had not come we should not 
have known what. sin meant, or the damage it can 
do. Before Jesus came Religion was one thing 
and Goodness another thing. You could be relig- 
ious and yet proud, yet unforgiving, yet cruel. 
The Pharisees were religious, but they were not 
good. But Jesus came, and forever after men 
have known whenever they have done wrong. 


Never to blend our pleasure or our pride 
With sorrow of the meanest thing that feels. 


Wordsworth could not have said that, if Jesus had 
not come. 


He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things both great and small, 
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For the dear God who loveth us 
He made and loveth all. 


Coleridge could not have written that, if Jesus had 
not come. 
IV—When Did Jesus Come? 


He came when the world was losing hope. Says 
Dr. Glover, in the “World of the New Testa- 
ment,” “That old world had had too much of war 
and waste ... and loss of all that makes life liv- 
able. Very generally it had lost heart and hope; 
it had ceased to believe in anything but blank en- 
durance.” ; Y 

Put at its best and brightest, the situation might 
be summed up in the. words of President Falliéres 
of France in handing over power to Poincaré: 
“The job’s all right while it lasts, but there’s no 
future in it.” No future! When Livingstone was 
in Central Africa, he asked the natives what be- 
came of their noble river. They had no concep- 
tion of the sea, and after thinking about it for 
some time, they said: “The river? Ah, the river? 
It will be lost in the sand.” 

Where are you going to? “I go to prepare a 
place for you.” We should not have known that, 
if Jesus had not come.—The Christian Year Pulpit. 
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“THE READINESS IS ALL” 


An Advent Sermon 


By Ernest J. Barson 


Be therefore ready also: for the Son of Man 
cometh at an hour when we think not. Luke 12:40. 

Luke xii, 40. 

These words belong to the thought and season 
of Advent. But even for those who observe it 
the words strike no answering chord in their 
minds and hearts. 

For what are we making ready? For Whom 
are we looking? With what preparations are we 
busying ourselves, and for Whose fuller coming 
into the life and thought of today are we looking ? 

Most of us are thinking about Christmas, and 
are making certain preparations for observing it. 
But these preparations and these anticipations have 
only the most formal connection with anything 
which these words suggest. For those who fol. 
low the Church calendar with any interest Ad- 
‘vent is the beginning of the Christian Year, though 
January Ist has a more practical meaning. It is, 
perhaps, the inevitable penalty we have to pay 
for preaching from texts rather than from life, 
as was the method of Jesus, Who used Scripture 
to illustrate His teaching but was not bound by it. 
He always spoke direct to the life and thought 
of His day, and although the teaching of Jesus 
belongs as much to the twentieth as to the first 
century, He employed the mental and spiritual 
images that formed the framework of the thought 
of His age in order to convey His message. But 
these words, which touched an answering chord in 
the heart and mind of all His listeners, awaken 
no such response in our hearts. Save for those 
for whom the literal interpretation of Scripture is 


the test of their religious experience, these words 
are as though they were a foreign language. In 
order to understand them one has to think oneself 
back into an age whose outlook upon life was 
entirely different, and whose religious experience 
centered around ideas and images which are no 
longer part of our mental world. 

The belief in the coming of the Son of Man was 
part of the life and thought of the average Jew. 
It plays no part in the life of the average Chris- 
tian, still less of the average man to-day, neither 
of whom is ordering his life on the expectation 
that God will come into the world with overpow- 
ering suddenness and force, for which event it be- 
hooves him to be ready. Anything which suggests 
that he is at once strikes a note of unreality that is 
fatal to real religion. Parables about watches in 
the night have to be recast into the thought mould 
of an age in which, save for soldiers and sailors, 
the night is not divided into the first, second, third 
and, as at Rome, the fourth watch of the night. 


A Faith for the Ages 


This initial difficulty has to be overcome if the 
real meaning of these words is to be grasped. One 
of the first things Jesus did when He quoted Scrip- 
ture was to recast it into the living thought and 
experience of His day. It is impossible to read 
these words with any sympathy without coming to 
the conclusion that for all their bygone imagery 
and outgrown symbolism, Jesus Christ was dealing 
with the very core of religion when He uttered 
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them. He was throwing down a challenge and ut- 
tering a warning that religion must always be able 
to present to any and every age, a challenge and 
a warning that dealt with the very stuff of life. 
He was here teaching two great truths which be- 
long to the very heart of religion: viz., that life 
is always a preparation, and that the coming of 
God into it is always one of life’s unheralded mo- 
ments. 

“Be ye, therefore, ready also,” is the challenge 
religion offers to life. ‘The readiness is all,” said 
Shakespeare. We do not need to go to apocalyptic 
literature to enforce this truth. Life is full of it. 
It has been not the motto but the tradition of the 
two and now the three great services of the State, 
and the Civil Service too, that a captain with his 
ship, a colonel with his battalion, a squadron-lead- 
er with his aerial squadron, or a civil servant with 
his official papers should be ready at any moment 
to proceed to such part of the Empire or the King- 
dom as the interests of the State may deem wise. 
“Theirs not to reason why, theirs but to do and 
obey.” “Blessed is that servant whom when his 
Lord cometh he shall find ready.” ‘Blessed is that 
servant whom his Lord shall find so doing.” 


It is a demand life makes upon each one of us: 
“Be ye therefore also ready.” We are all on the 
service of the Kingdom and its requirements are 
far more significant than any of the apparently 
chance accidents of life. The uncertainties of life 
are not nearly so potent in their influence upon us 
as the great certainty that in some way and at 
some time God will come into our lives with a de- 
mand that will test to the utmost our readiness to 
respond. 


The Unheralded Christ 


The one certainty about it all is that when He 
comes He will come as He always does, unheralded. 
The requirements of courts make it almost impos- 
sible for a king or queen to pay a genuinely sur- 
prise visit to any of our great institutions, but God 
is not limited by the rules of etiquette, nor by 
claims of convention. His liberty of action is com- 
plete. It is no formal service that He requires of 
us that can be called up on due notice given. It 
is the prompt and ready service of a life lived as to 
every moment of it in the expectation that our soul 
may be required of us, not at the moment of death 
merely or on the brink of eternity, but in every 
emergency that may call forth those qualities of 
the soul which have been acquired by that discipline 


which the truly devout life imposes upon itself. 
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There are not lacking incidents in this common 
life of ours to teach us that not upon the clouds 
only does God come but in the streets, and “Blessed 
is that man whom when He comes He shall find 
so doing.” On the clouds, to the artist and the 
mystic; in the streets to the social worker; in the 
Sacraments to the Saint and, thank God, the sinner 
too; in the factory to the employer whose men 
are more than hands; in school and home and 
hospital where minds are quickened, children loved, 
and broken lives mended; at an hour when ye think 
not, and in a place where you expect Him not— 
a stable with cattle feeding, a Cross where gamblers 
play and women weep, a garden, where only a 
gardener is seen at first and God sometimes not 
recognized at all; at a meal at the breaking of 
bread, and on the sea when the storm is at its 
height: in all these ways God has come into the 
lives of men and into the life of the world and still 
comes. 


How many of you expected to find God in this 
church and because you expected to find Him pre- 
pared yourself to be ready for His coming? Peo- 
ple would come to Church quickly enough if they 
could be sure of finding God there, or if they were 
sure we find Him there. It may be presumptuous 
on our part to say the place and the time and the 
manner in which He shall come, but, Oh, not pre- 
sumptuous for us to be ready. This means the 
dedication not of part of our time, our wealth, our 
service but the whole of our life to the will of 
God, so that whatever we may be doing when the 
Son of Man comes into our lives He shall find us 
ready for “The readiness is all.” This is the thing 
that really troubles me at times and always when 
I think of it. I think I could muster up sufficient 
faith and courage to meet whatever demand God 
might make of me if I knew just how and when 
He would come and what His demand upon me 
would be, though I am not as sure of that as I 
should like to be. But to be ready for Him when- 
ever and wherever and howsoever He comes, that 
is something I am not nearly so confident about. 
To be ready: in the street, at home, in business, in 
pleasure of whatever sort, in our receiving as well 
as in our giving; in our losing as well as in our 
gaining; in joy, in sorrow, in the hour of tempta- 
tion and trial, in victory or in defeat: to be ready 
is to have done all. And the unexpected happen- 
ing will not find us unprepared. “Be ye therefore 
ready also: for the Son of Man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not.” 
—The Christian Year Pulpit. 


SERMON OUTLINES 
By Charles Haddon Nabers, D.D. 


THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSE TO 
CHRIST’S PRIESTLY WORK 
Scripture: Hebrews 10th Chapter. 
Text. Hebrews 10:21-25: Having an high priest 
over the house of God; let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast 


the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised;) and let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting 
one another. 


Christ is our High Priest—this is the theme of 
Hebrews—He is a better High Priest than Aaron 
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both in His Order and in His Ministry. 

1. He is our High Priest on earth. He offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for Sin, to satisfy 
divine justice and to reconcile us to God. 

2. He is our High Priest in heaven. In some 
strange but real manner He intercedes for 
His people that they may be fortified, sanc- 
tified, unified, glorified. cf. John 17. 

What should our response be to the work of 

Christ as our High Priest? 
I. Let us draw Near with a True Heart. vs. 22. 


We have through Christ a God who can be ap- 
proached. He is accessible. Mount Sinai revealed 
a God afar off, but Mount Zion one close to His 
followers. Therefore let us live close to God, 
cleansed as the priest cleanses, purified as a priest 
would purify. 

II. Let us hold fast the Profession of our Faith 
without wavering. vs. 23. 

We are depending on a God who never fails. He 
is faithful. Therefore we can cling to Him unto 
the end. Our assurance lies in the promises of a 
faithful God. 


III. Let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works. vs. 24. 

Because God has saved us, we have to help men, 
those who have been saved that they may work 
out their salvation with fear and trembling, and 
show unto the work the integrity of their faith. 

1. Believers should embody love and good 
works. 

2. Believers should regularly assemble together 
for worship. vs. 25. Evidently Church attendance 
was already a problem in the first century. But 
the witness of a group regularly going to church 
to worship God is of such great importance that 
we cannot overestimate it. It is a very simple but 
powerful way to witness to our faith in Christ. 


GOD SPEAKS TO MAN! 
Scripture: Hebrews Ist Chapter. 


Text: Hebrews 1:1-3; God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in times past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made 
the worlds, who being the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, and uphold- 
ing all things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. 

Men have always concerned themselves with the 
questions: Is there a God? And if there is a 
God, does He reveal Himself to men? And if so, 
how? And if so, why? These opening verses of 
the epistle written to the Christian believers in 
Rome recruited from the Hebrews afford an an- 
swer to every student of the Bible. 

I. Does God Speak to Man? 

The verses open with a clear statement of fact 
about a divine revelation: “God spake unto the 
fathers .. . and hath spoken unto us.” 

i Muse upon the wonder of a divine revela- 
tion, how the God who creates all things 
should concern Himself with man. Psalm 8. 
Muse upon the reasonableness of a divine 
revelation. Is it not just what we should ex- 
pect from a Deity whose provision for our 
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needs in the world is so bountiful ? 


II. How Did God Speak to Man in Time Past” 
“At sundry times and in divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” 


1. At sundry times. The voice of the Lord was 
heard in times of prosperity and in days of 
depression. His voice was heard when folks 
least expected it as well as when they were 
eagerly anticipating a vision and a message. 

2. In divers manners. The incident of Elijah 
as related in I Kings 19 is a satisfying epi- 
tome of the manner of divine revelation. 
Wind, earthquake, fire and a still small 
voice. Winds of truth are blowing over the 
nations—the voice of God. Earthquakes are 
crumbling empires and modes of living—the 
voice of God. Fires are cleansing hearts 
and social orders—the voice of God. A still 
small Voice is calling individuals unto con- 
secration and service—the voice of God. 

3. Through the prophets. What was the work 
of the prophet? 


a. To teach men truth. 
b. To see farther than the common men of 
their day. 
c. To feel deeply with men in days of anguish. 
d. To uphold the will and judgments as well 
as the mercy of God. 
III. How Does God Speak to Man Today? “Hath 


in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.” 
What do we know of His Son? 


1. The Son is appointed heir of all things. 

2. The Son is the agent of Creation. 

3. The Son is the Direct Revelation of the 
Father. 

4. The Son upholds all things by the word of 
His Power. 

5. The Son has a Definite relation to our be- 
ing Cleansed from Sin. 

6. The Son sits in glory on High with the 


Father, the redemptive work being completed. 


IV. Why Does God Speak to Man? 
1. To reveal to us the Father’s heart of Love 


for men who sin, and to woo them unto 
Himself. 


THE ENDLESS NEW STORY 


Luke 2:10 “Behold I bring you good tidings of 

great joy which shall be to all people.” 

1. The only story that has the power to stir 
the hearts of all peoples. 

a. The promise of His coming. 
b. The Bethlehem manger. 

c. The meaning of His coming. 
e. The reason for His coming. 

2. The Hero of the story a Divine King, yet no 
royal surroundings. He chose to come as 
one of the multitude. 

3. The Hero a teacher above all other teach- 
ers, the interpreter of the Will of the Father 
in Heaven. 

4. The Hero a Saviour who gives His life 
a ransom for the souls of men. 


(For Christmas Sermons to Children and Young 
People, see any edition of The Minister’s Annual, 
particularly 1932, 1933, 1934.) 


CHRISTIANITY AND COMMUNISM. 


By H. G. Wood, M. A., Lecturer on the N.T., at the 
Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham; and late Fellow 
of Jesus College, Cambridge. The Round Table 
Press, N. Y. City. 149 pp. $2.00. 


This timely and important book deals with the chal- 
lenge of Communism both to our social order and to 
Christianity. It discusses this situation in a fair, 
competent and illuminating way. It examines Com- 
munism as a religion; Christianity and the ideals of 
the Labor movement (in Great Britain) ; equalitarian 
perspectives ; Christianity and the ethics of revolution; 
Marxism in outline; historical materialism as to its 
dialectic, the importance of tools, and economic de- 
terminism; class-struggles and exploitation; our dis- 
contents and the Russian challenge; and the virus of 
Marxism; and then offers proposals towards a Chris- 
tian social policy. Mr. Wood concedes that Com- 
munism is a religion,—“it proffers hope and evokes 
devotion. The Marxist belief in predetermined process 
is parallel to the Calvanistic insistence on God’s sov- 
ereignty,’ Mr. Wood affirms. The essential teachings 
of Marx are: “The organization of society at any 
given period was the necessary outcome of the tech- 
nique of production”; “the emphasis on class struggle 
as the main theme of history”; and, “‘the political and 
intellectual history of any epoch can only be explained 
from this economic basis in the technique of produc- 
tion with its resultant class-divisions and ‘class-con- 
flict.” As to a Christian social policy, Mr. Wood 
contends that “those who concentrate simply on pre- 
venting a breakdown, and have no further constructive 

rogram, will not succeed even in preventing a break- 

down’; “the new world must be built on cooperation 
and goodwill”; “the British Labor party should stand 
oldly for Socialism’; and, “we must all recognize 
e material well-being of the people as a whole to be 
he main purpose of industry.” The spread of Com- 
unism from Russia to China and India, to Germany, 
Great Britain and other European countries, and now 
beginning to spread in the United States, creates a 
erious and startling situation. It behooves the min- 
isters and other leaders in the movement for a Chris- 
tian social order to read a book like this. 
orewarned is to be forearmed.” 


HE CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN GOD, IN RELA- 
TION TO RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY. 


By Alfred E. Garvie, M.A. (Oxon.), D.D. (Glas.), 
D.Th. (Berlin). Harpers. 471 pp. $3.50. 


This volume completes a trilogy. The first, The 
hristian Doctrine of the Godhead, published in 1925, 
ealt with Christian dogmatics ; the. second, The Chris- 
tian Ideal for Human Society, published in 1930, dealt 
ith ethics; and the present volume deals with the 
elation of the Christian religion to other religions 
enerally, ‘as the affirmation of what truth they con- 
ain; and to relate this affirmation to mans other 
ersonal interests and activities for such confirmation 
as these may offer.” It also relates the Christian re- 
igion to philosophy, as furnishing adequate answers 
to the questions it raises. The third volume therefore 
reats of apologetics. 


ended, primarily, for use as text-books by students of 
heology. The present volume is a great book,—great 
in its theme, its treatment, and its scholarship. The 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


By Tue Rev. I. J. Swanson, D.D. 


author is a thinker of the first rank and a man of 
ripened wisdom. He has an outstanding reputation, 
both in Europe and America, as a teacher of theology. 
His discussion of the Christian belief in God opens 
with an inquiry as to the place of reason in religion. 
It points out that while Christianity is a divine revela- 
tion, it is not opposed to, but is in harmony with, 
human reason. From this he passes to the historical 
aspects of his main topic, in which he presents defini- 
tions of religion, the human subject of religion, 
theories of the origin of religion, the divine object of 
religion, and the values of religion. Under the last 
named heading, he tests religious values from the 
standpoint of their economic influence, intellectual 
adequacy, moral efficacy, aesthetic value, social range, 
religious satisfaction of faith in God and hope of im- 
mortality, the reactions of other religions against 
Christianity, and the progressiveness of Christianity. 
In part two, he marshals evidence to support his 
thesis, from Philosophy, by considering the religious 
beliefs in, and the proofs for, the existence of God, 
from ontology, modern epistemology and ontology, 
cosmology, teleology, ethics, aesthetics, mystics, 
theodicy, and theism. The discussion is, of course, 
highly technical. It makes rather hard reading. How- 
ever, those who have had professional theological train- 
ing will find the volume richly rewarding. Mastery 
of it will add greatly both to one’s mental and spiritual 
stature. 


THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 


By Karl Barth. Translated into English by H. J. 
Stenning. Revell. 213 pp. $1.50. 


Barth is certainly the most challenging Protestant 
theologian of to-day. He has a great and increasing 
following. He seeks to return the church to the 
theology of the Reformers of the 16th century. His 
opponents call his theology one of defeatism. His fol- 
lowers believe it the theology of victory; since man 
has failed, they say, God is the sole hope and strength 
of believers. In this book, he gives a new interpreta- 
tion of First Corinthians. Most commentators regard 
the epistle as “an unconnected collection of exhorta- 
tions, rebukes, and doctrinal pronouncements, partly 
spontaneous, partly prompted by inquiries from the 
Corinthian community.” Barth shows, however, that 
the key to its interpretation lies in the Resurrection 
chapter, the fifteenth; and that in fact 1 Cor. 1-14 is a 
commentary on 1 Cor. 15. He develops this thesis by 
an exposition of that chapter, pointing out that it de- 
scribes the Resurrection Gospel as the foundation of 
the church, the resurrection as the meaning of faith, 
the resurrection as truth, and the resurrection as 
reality. This book is a sample of Barth’s “method of 
Biblical interpretation, his conception of revelation and 
the Bible, of history and the Kingdom of God, of the 
last things and of the Pauline Gospel in distinction 
from the humanized Christianity of the Corinthians.” 
Barth is hard reading. His point of view is novel to 
many. His style is somewhat obscure. However, one 
can see at once that he is a scholar, with a fresh and 
challenging point of view. Many consider him an ob- 
scurantist and a defeatist; to others he seems a genu- 
ine prophet with a creative message. 


WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 


By Herbert G. Stockwell. Winston. 295 pp. (Price 
not stated.) Second, and enlarged edition. 


It is evident that the author has given long and 
careful study to this theme. His book will enlighten 
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and comfort its readers, although they may disagree 
with some of its conclusions. It is based upon care- 
ful study of Biblical teaching on the subject. It con- 
firms the faith of all who believe that their departed 
loved ones still live. It gives convincing answers to 
such questions as, Are we really immortal? Was im- 
mortality ever lost? Is our resurrection individual ? 
Where is heaven? Will loved ones remember us? and 
What is the near-hereafter and the far-hereafter? It 
discusses also, in an interesting way, the angels, man 
not lower than the angels, the second coming, what 
the angels do, the way to heaven, and the mystery of 


| God’s love. 


AUSNS, UII, ON IAM hil. 

By W. P. Paterson, DD., LL.D., Prof. of Divinity im 
the University of Edinburgh. Revell. 468 pp. $2.25. 
A new and enlarged edition of this standard work 

on the Rule of Faith framed by the chief branches of 

the Reformed church, together with a discussion of 
the new theories propounded in theological schools in 

recent years. Dr. Paterson’s aim was to produce a 

statement of the essential doctrines of Christianity 

which would rank, in both matter and form, with 
the classic theological documents of Protestantism. In 
this able and important book, he has achieved his aim. 

It is a volume of solid learning, sound interpretation, 

and fine insight. It gives seven chapters to a discus- 

sion of The Seat of Doctrine, and nine to The Sub- 
stance of Doctrine. Under the latter, it deals with the 
nature of the Christian religion; the orthodox inter- 
pretation; the genius of Roman Catholicism; the Gos- 
pel of Protestantism; the distinctive testimony of the 

Reformed Churches; rationalistic theology; the the- 

ology of Schleiermacher; the Ritschlian revision; and 

movements of the twentieth century. 


THE SOCIAL GOSPEL AND THE CHRISTIAN 
CULTUS: 


By Charles Clayton Morrison, Editor of The Christian 
Century. Harpers. xvi by 259 pp. $2.00. 


Seven lectures delivered on the Rauschenbusch 
Lectureship Foundation, at Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School, in 1932. A challenging and provocative book. 
It treats of the arrest of the Social Gospel, the social 
orientation of worship, the social extension of the- 
ology, the social reconstruction of the Church, the 
social expansion of Christian ethics, the primacy of 
the social Gospel in original Christianity, and the 
recovery of the autonomy of the Christian cultus. Dr. 
Morrison laments the neglect of Rauschenbusch’s 
Theology For The Social Gospel, in which “he forged 
the intellectual tools with which the task is done.” 
Many of Dr. Morrison’s readers will dissent from his 
position as to the primacy of ‘the social Gospel. How- 
ever, this book needed to be written at this time. No 
one could have done it better. It is brilliant and 
cogent, but not altogether convincing. 


THE SOCIAL TRIUMPH OF THE ANCIENT 
CHURCH. 


By Shirley Jackson Case, Dean of the Divinity School, 
University of Chicago. Harpers. 250 pp. $2.00. 
Rauschenbusch Memorial Lectures, 1933. [The July 
selection of the Religious Book Club.] 


Dr. Case is one of the ablest American teachers of 
Church history. In this book, he describes the triumph 
of early Christianity over the economic and political 
life of the Mediterranean world. He discusses ancient 
religion and human values; Christianity and worldly 
goods; Christianity and social prestige; Christianity 
and politics; and the social task of a triumphant 
church. He points out that Christianity, in that period, 
did more for human welfare than the ancient faiths. 
He shows that Christians, as they began to acquire 
property, consecrated it to God, for the benefit of their 
fellow men. At first despised, Christians became, as 
the years passed, cultured, prominent and leaders in 


the social and political life of the Empire. The State 
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SANTA 
NEVER FORGETS 


AT CHALFONTE-HADDON HALL 


“A Merry Christmas to all” is 
again our pledge at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. For, frankly, we 
like to play Santa Claus. Maybe 
it’s because we’ve done it so often, 
and it seems to please our friends. 

Again we’ve planned a real old- 
fashioned Christmas for you, with 
everything from filled stockings 
for the children to stuffed turkey 
for the whole family. 

At night the Boardwalk is a 
carnival of lights and gaiety. It 
will be so much fun, you'll want 
to remember every minute. So 
eome down Saturday and make 
Christmas last three days this 
year, or even longer. We cele- 
brate all during Christmas week. 
Low winter rates. American and 


European plans. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


CHALFONTE- 
- HADDON HALL 


a) ATLANTIC CITY 


Merry Christmas 
Let a Book Say It! 
® 


sseesses Hach day. 
of the New Year 
will be brighter if 
“Through the Bi- 


SHROUGH SHE IBGE 


ble Day by Day” $i does 
: : abupRp PwastEERE 


by Edward PP. 
Westphal, is a 
companion _ vol- 
ume to the Bible. 
Mr. Westphal’s 
plan for devotion- 
al reading avoids 
duplicate _ selec- 
tions and places 
readings from the 
poetical and pro- 
phetic books in 
their proper set- 
ting. Bound in limp maroon fabrikoid, 
with gold lettering. $1.25. 


-.......Here is the perfect gift for your 
pastor or Sunday School Superintendent. The un- 
usually fine printing and binding of “Hymn Lore” 
makes this collection of stories about familiar 
hymns an admirable addition to any library. Dr. 
Calvin W. Laufer has written of the origin and 
history of 50 hymns in an interesting, readable 
style. $1.25 


Four inexpensive gift books are 
bound uniformly in decorated paper and make 
appropriate remembrances for the church school 
teacher or pupil. 30 cents each. 


The House of the Lord’s 
Prayer 
Amos R. Wells writes 
on the symbolism of a 
house. 


The Innkeeper of Bethle- 
hem 
James i McBride 
paints a sympathetic pic- 
ture of the large hearted 
Bethlehem innkeeper and 
the Nativity. 
The Angel of God’s Face 
Henry Van Dyke writes 
charmingly of God’s om- 
nipresence in our daily 
lives. 
If I Were Young Again 
Amos R. Wells gives 
some hints from his sixty 
years to those who have fifty years ahead of 
them. 


........ Lhe attractive Christmas edition 
of A Year With the Bible, Dr. Hugh Thomson 
Kerr’s popular yearly devotional guide, makes an 
inexpensive substitute for a greeting card and fills 
a vital need in Christian living. Holiday edition: 
5 cents; regular edition, 3 cents. 


@ 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO 
Witherspoon Building 216 S. Wabash Avenue 
PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
Granite Building 234 McAllister Street 
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man 
The Spirit 
of Christmas 


in FILMO 
MOVIES 


core os ee 

HE Christmas 

season—so full 
of significance for 
the church and its 
hallowed task—is a 
time when Filmo 
movies can perform 
the finest service of 
all in SESS TET FilmoR Projector, with 


every communicant 500 or 750 watt lamp, 


for large auditoriums. 
to new purposes. A child can operate it 


Filmo movies can 
do this by vivid action portrayals of the 
good the church originally brought to 
a troubled world and has caused to 
fructify and to live. Why not send the 
coupon today for details on how to 
give your church a Filmo for Christmas 
and how to obtain appropriate films for 
Filmo’s dedication and continued use? 
6 


Send for these three great aids to 
church movies. They’re FREE 


1. ‘‘Filmo in Churches" 
gives basic uses of movies 
in religious work. 


2. ‘‘Religious Film 
Sources’’—Tells where 
and how to obtain more 
than too religious films. 
3.) Buying Church 
MovieEquipment’’—Ten 
pee plans which 
acilitate buying movie 
equipment. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
BELL & HOWELL CO., 1830 Larchmont Ave., 


Chicago, Ill. Gentlemen: Please send your ““Three 
Aids to Church Movies.” 


BELL & HOWELL FILMO 


ultimately conceded the justice of the Christian con- 
tention that it had no moral right to require allegiance 
of its citizens to its many gods, and eventually granted 
freedom of religion. In his last chapter, Dr. Case in- 
terprets inspiringly the social task of the church to- 
day, in the light of these early triumphs. A well- 
balanced and illuminating presentation of the social 
achievements of the Ancient Church. It deserves the 
widest possible reading by laymen as well as ministers. 


THE SPRINGS OF LIFE. - 


By James Reid, D.D., minister of St. Andrews’ Pres- 
byterian Church, Eastbourne, England. Revell. 304 
pp. $1.75 Seventy-two brief meditations which orig- 
inally appeared from week to week in the British 
weekly. ; 
Dr. Reid is recognized as one of the leading British | 

preachers. These messages have literary charm, spirit- 

ual insight, and practical helpfulness. They deal with | 
the religious problems of everyday life in these days ; 
of depression. Some of the topics are: Strain and | 
strength, The impotence of death, Nothing to draw 
with, How many loaves have ye? The things we live : 
by, and If the worst comes to the worst! 


THE POWER OF THE COMMONPLACE. 


By Theodore Cuyler Speers, pastor, First Presbyterian } 
church, Utica, N. Y. Harpers. 107 pp. $1.00. 


These ten sermons, by one of the outstanding young | 
Presbyterian preachers, are of fine quality. They reveal | 
the author’s understanding of the religious moods and | 
needs of our day, and his ability to deal with them 1 
constructively. Some of his topics are: Simplicity in 1 
a complex age, Steadfastness and Change, Faith for - 
the next generation, and What’s the use of a con-- 
science? 


EPISTLE MESSAGES, ADVENT TO TRINITY’! 
SUNDAY. 


Edited by Hermann F. Miller. The United Lutheran } 
Publication House, Philadelphia, Pa. 252 pp. $1.50. 
The contributors are: Oscar F. Blackwelder, D.D.; | 

Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D.; Paul J. Hoh, S.T.M.; Paul | 

H. Krauss, D.D.; Hermann F. Miller; Paulas} 

Scherer, D.D.; and G. Morris Smith, D.D. All are: 

filling important pulpits or positions in the United. 

Lutheran Church. These thirty-seven sermons on texts: 

taken from the appointed epistles of the Church Year’ 

will be found helpful and stimulating both to preach-- 
ers who follow the Church Year and to those who dos 
not. The discourses represent the sound scholarship,, 
and fidelity to the Word of God, of the Lutheran min-- 
istry. The addresses have also fervency and urgency.. 


CHRISTMAS TIDINGS. 


By Wiliam Muir Auld, author of “Christmas Tradt-- 
tions.” $1.50. Macmillan. 156 pp. : 


_ The present book is a companion volume, and willl 
likely have just as wide a circulation. It deals with: 
the faith of which Christmas is the festival, as ex-- 
pressed in poetry, ritual, art, and tradition, through: 
the centuries. Quotations from ancient, medieval andl 
modern literature, from the Breviary and the Missal, 
from Dante, Browning and Robert Bridges, illustrate: 
the abiding mystery, beauty, and spiritual’ values off 
Christmas. Dr. Auld Characterizes Bridges’ Testa- 
ment of Beauty as in “an unprecedented’ form the 
greatest Christmas carol the Christian ages have pro- 
duced.” This new Christmas book by Dr. Auld has 
fine literary value as well as penetrating insight into 
the meaning of Christmas. 


THE WOOLLY LAMB OF GOD. 
By F. Fraser Bond. Revell. 77 pp. $1.00. 


An exquisitely beautiful and enthralling story of the 
day of the Christ child; and of Timeus, a little boy of 
Bethlehem who brought his only treasure as an offer- 
ing to “the Little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.” Little 
children (and grown-ups too) will be touched to the 
heart by its tender sentiment. 
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A New PURSE 50 c 


. For The New Deal 


Strong Snap 
Fastener for 
Closing 


Silk Stitched 
Currency Pocket 


Secret Card 
and Memo 
Pocket 


Coin Pocket with 
Strong Snap 


FREE 
22K GOLD 
NAME 
Any Fraternal 
i Stns Emblem in gold 
Ae 4 25e extra. City 

3 a. 
ie 25c extr 
inches : Hidden Card 

eae and Memo 
Pocket 


EXTRAORDI- 


NARY OFFER: 
12-month Cal- 
endar FREE 

each year 


FINEST GENUINE BLACK LEATHER 
With Your Name in 22K Gold FREE! 

6 ” A Billfold and Coin Purse 
The COLLEGIATE for young and old—Men 
and Women—Boys and Girls—everybody in the fam- 
ily. Size 3x3 4%’—just right for any pocket or ladies’ 
bag. Ample room for paper money ; safe, secure pocket 
for coins, 2 card pockets and popular 12-month calen- 
dar (free every year to old customers on receipt of 
postage). Remarkable wear—elegant appearance. A 
most unusual bargain for 50c¢, and for a short time only. 
_MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY!!! 


HALVORSEN, Dept. 639-12 
605 W. Washington Blvd., CHICAGO. 


Send me at once —______ *Colllegiate’’ Purses 
and engrave in 22K gold as directed. I enclose money 
order herewith (postage stamps in good condition 
also accepted) but it is absolutely understood that if 
I am not more than pleased, you will at once and 
without quibble refund my money. I take no risk 
whatsoever. You will also send me, without obliga- 
tion to me or my friends, your large catalog illus- 
trating fine Ladies’ Bags, Men’s Dressing Cases, 
Wallets, Cigarette, Card and Key What ble 
Cases, Zipper Portfolios, Playing Ingold, 25c extra 
Cards, etc., so that I may select % 
other high grade leather gifts. 


Name In Gol - : : 
(FREE) Please ‘‘PRINT'' to avoid mistakes in goldstamping. 


poaress (250 extra if goldstamped) 


Plea 


. Worsnip. 
~/ cond PRAISE 


Goo Singing means greater zeal. 
A singing church or school grows 
both spiritually and numerically. The 
singing church is a triumphant 
Church because fervent singing routs 
temptation and turns gladdened 
hearts to God. 


“Worship and Praise’’ is your best 
stimulus to stirring music. Thousands 
of churches have proven its power. 


Init you will find your favorite church 
hymns as well as the better gospel 
songs which have won a place in the 
hearts of worshippers, young and old. 


. ° ° 
Rich in Teaching Power 

The orders of worship and responsive reading 

sections of “Worship and Praise’? encourage 

natural easy and spontaneous participation in 

Worship service, School sessions, Young Peo- 

ple’s meetings and Evangelistic gatherings. 


Double Duty— Double Value 
Avoid price increase by acting now 
Present Prices: Rich leather-grained cloth, gold 
stamped $40 per 100. Serviceable russet Bris- 


tol $25 per 100. Fully orchestrated. 11 instru- 
ments. 8 volumes—$1i0. Prices not prepaid. 


Budget Saving Plan 


Provides new Song Books without added ex- 
pense. Has won success for other church pro- 
jects as well. Used successfully by hundreds 
of churches. Details free. 


Note:—If a larger book is wanted check 
coupon for a sample copy of “Hymns 
of Praise Numbers One and Two Com- 
bined’’- 500 numbers—now only $55 
per 100 (formerly $60) not prepaid. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 


Peto may yecea be CoM PANY 


5701-T West Lake St., Chicago, IIl. 


Gentlemen—Our Church needs the spiritual stimulus of 
new Song Books. Please send returnable sample copies 
as indicated—also details Budget-Saving Plans. 


CJ ‘‘Worship and Praise’ [bined’’ 
O) ‘‘Hymns of Praise Numbers One and Two Com- 
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Holiday Supplies 


Christmas Story Bock!ets 


No Room at the Inn will make an attrac- 
tive gift for young people or adults. The story 
illustrates the importance of daily acts of kindness. 
The modern English in which the tale of the com- 
ing of Mary and 
Joseph to the 
Bethlehem inn is 
told maintains 
the fine dignity 
of the Scriptures, 
and the reader 
will follow with 
interest the tale 
of how Abner, 
the _ innkeeper, 
wipes out his ap- 
parent lack of 
hospitality. The 
cover is a double 
sheet of soft 
gray paper 
printed in silver 
and red, and the 
36 pages are of 
light blue an- 
tique paper with 
illustrations in 
green. Envelope 
to match. Size 
514 x 73% inches. 


When the Prince Came, another version of 
the birth of Christ, simply told for young and old, 
is also distinctively printed and bound. 
25 cents each 
$2.50 a dozen, postpaid; 
$18.00 a hundred, postage extra. 


Lithographed Service Folders 


Your Christmas service will gain added signifi- 
cance if your order of worship is printed or mime- 
ographed in folders lithographed in color with a 
dramatic version of the shepherd scene. You may 
also use these folders for announcement of special 
December church activities, for the program of a 
Christmas play, or for the pastor’s annual mes- 
sage to his congregation. 

331. Large size, 84% x 11 unfolded. $1.50 a hun- 
dred; $6.00 for 500; $10.00 a thousand; without 
envelopes. 

332. Small size, 534 x 634 unfolded. 75 cents a 
hundred; $2.50 for 500; $4.00 a thousand; with- 
out envelopes. 


For the Pastor’s Greeting 


Here are two 


inexpensive and appropriate 
ecards for the per- 
sonal greeting of 
pastor or teacher. 
$2.50 a hundred 
with envelopes. 


2445. “Joys and 
Blessings to You.” 
Size, 354x434. 


2450. A Christmas 
Wish and A New 
Year Greeting. The 
Three Wise Men 
journeying toward 
the Star of Bethle- 
hem. Size 4 x 5\4. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA - - - Witherspoon Buildin 

PITTSBURGH - - - - = Granite Buildine 
CHICAGO - - - 216 South Wabash Avenue 
SAN FRANCISCO - - - 234 McAllister Street 


Church Night 


By Tue Rev. SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. MINISTERING TO THE WORLD’S NEED 


Let this be a special meeting for securing help 
for the poor. Announce the service for weeks 
ahead, that food, clothing and money may be large- 
ly collected as the people gather. 

Song, “Help Somebody Today.” 
Reading, “The Good Samaritan,” Luke 10 :29-37. 


While the reader, at one side of the platform, 
gives the messagé, the Intermediate boys or 
boys and girls, on the platform, enact the message 
in pantomime. No costumes are necessary. Sim- 
ply let the young people enact the message 
while it is being read. 


Song, “Rescue the Perishing.” 

Prayer—tor the poor. 

Song, “Something for Thee.” 

Musical reading, “Where Cross the 
Ways of Life.” 

Talk: “Three Reasons for Helping the Poor.” 

1. They need help. (Describe needs.) 

2. We need to learn pity and sympathy. 
What if we were forced to exchange 
places in life with those who need help? 

3. We shall have to answer at the judg- 
ment as to whether we have helped them. 
I Joan Sel7 

Bible reading of the last judgment. Matt. 25:31- 
46. 

Song, “Throw Out the Lifeline.” 

Testimonies—that there is blessing to be found in 
helping the world’s need. Give time for a num- 
ber of one and one-half minute testimonies. 
Stipulate that no names be mentioned and that 
only those who have received blessing shall 
speak. 

Song, “Make Me a Channel of Blessing Today.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional Music: 
I Want to Give.” 


Crowded 


“The Bread That Giveth Life 


Il. THE PLACE OF HUMAN VICTORY 
Songs, “Draw Me Nearer.” “Is There Any One 
Can Help Us?” 
Bible reading, “The Place of Human Defeat,’ Gen. 
3:1-6 (The fall). 
Song, “Just as I Am.” 
Bible reading, “The Place of Christ’s Victory 
Over Temptation,” Luke 4:1-12. 
Song, “Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart.” 
A prayer for victory over self and sin. 
Bible reading, “The Place of Christ’s Victory 
Over Death,” Mark 15:45-47 and Mark 16:1-8. 
Song, “Praise Him, Praise Him, Jesus Our 
Blessed Redemmer.” 
Bible readings, “Our Victory.” 
1, L-Core 115255-57. 
2. I John 5:4. 
3 Corm9 5: 
Song, “Faith is the Victory.” 
Talk: The Path to Victory. 
1. The path of following His leadership. 
2. The path of self-denial. 
3. The little victories of every day are. the 


substantial bases of the victorious life. 
Song, “Trust and Obey.” 
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THE PIONEER CHURCH CANDLE MANUFACTURERS OF AMERICA OFFER 
Eucharistic Candles and Vesper Lights 

Candles for Candlelight Services 

_ All Styles and Sizes of the Highest Quality 


Your enquiry will receive prompt attention. Address Dept. X. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


New York City—15 East 32nd St. 
Chicago—162 No. Franklin St. 


Boston—71 Broad Street 
Los Angeles—954 So. Flower St. 


AY BE BOUGHT SEPERATELY 
CAN MARE YOUR DUN CA89IET 


USE A WINTERS” 


This Dynamic Force, 


Winters DeLuxe Bulletins—properly used—will bring attendance, 


for $25 to $35. 


These Steel Sign 
Panels and Litho- 
graphed Inter- 
changeable 
Letters sold 
separately! 


collections and increased enthusiasm to every church activity. 
Over 3000 churches, in the past 2 years, have obtained a Bulletin 
Write for information. 


Note: We are the successors to the Standard Mfg. Company, 
Decatur, Illinois, and equipped to furnish additional letter 
equipment for their bulletins. 


H. E. Winters Specialty Co. 


Dept. 212, 310 East 4th St., Davenport, Iowa. 


you satisfaction. 


This BIG 1934 CATALOG free 


@ Teachers, Parents, Pastors and Children—helped and delighted 


Most complete catalog we have ever issued. Your denominational publishing house as well 
as others add their best items to our own distinguished line. Finest offering of church- 
school supplies and Biblical lesson courses. 
friends, and associates from these splendid offerings of Christian Books, Bibles, Scripture 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Low prices save you money; 53 years of service guarantees 


A present for you — Surprise 
Pack of Scripture Cards Free 
with each catalog. Write today 


Select your Christmas gifts for class members, 


Gospel Trumpet Company 


Address Dept. E-5 at Nearest Office 


Anderson, Ind. 


Sacramento, Calif. -or- 


Ommunion Ware of Quality 
pale 


st Materials 


FINEST 


m 324 


DRKMANSHIP. x = 
owest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


DIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


> ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 
Jrdividual 


Glasses 


1701~ 1703 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


|OSTERMOOR | 


a 


CUSHIONS. 


BUILT —- NOT STUFFED. 
illustrated Booklet and Samples Free 
Old Cushions renovated and recovered equal tonew 
Ostermoor & Co.,Inc.,116 Elizabeth St .N.Y.,Dept.] 
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¢ PAYNE SIVDIOS 


5 


{Ho!* weryone 
that Thirsteth/ 


Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” is 
an unrivalled source of spiritual power. 

“The best all-purpose book I ever saw,” 
says one pastor; “Free from taint of un- 
sound teaching”, says another: “Nowhere 
in print a better collection of standard 
and new hymns that people love to sing”, 
says a third. 


Fresh song books stir new interest. You can secure 
them easily with the Tabernacle Budget Saving Plan. 


New Books for 1,000 Churches 


In eighteen months more than a thousand churches 
have secured “Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” 
without adding a penny to their budget obligations. 
With prompt action you can do the same. Mail the 
coupon below for particulars. 

PRESENT LOW PRICES may not long prevail, prompt 
action is desirable. Per 100, only $50, silk cloth, gold 
embossed; $32.50, 


durable paper coy- E RNA 
ers. Not prepaid. 
Fully orchestrated. DYMNS 


NUMBER TbREE = 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 

322-T North Waller Avenue, Chicago, Il. 
Please send returnable sample of “Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Three” and details of Budget Saving Plan. 


Mail Coupon Below 


Nea = 


= S 
dere, | AOS iy 


Benediction. _— 
Recessional, “Coronation. 


llJl. THE NEED OF PRAYER 
Reading, by Grace Noll Crowell, “Some One 
Had Prayed” (from “Good Housekeeping Maga- 
zine”). (If you cannot find this poem im a local 
library, write to THE Expositor.) ; 
A prayer for those who are in especial need of 
prayer at that hour. 
Song, “Jesus Calls Us.” oe 
Bible reading, Jacob’s Prayer at the Beginning 
of His Allegiance: Gen. 28-18-22. 
Prayer-song, “Nearer My God to Thee.” 
Talk: The Need of Prayer. 
1. The spiritual need. 
2. The intellectual need. 
3. The need for the aid prayer brings—the 
physical need. 
Song, “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 
Story, “How Daniel Felt About Prayer,” told by 
a Junior who has studied Dan. 6:5-23. 
Talk: Why We Need to Pray: 
1. Christ prayed. Mark 1:35. 
2. Christ taught us how to pray. Matt. 
6 :9-13. 
3. Christ commanded us to pray. Luke: 
ise il, 
Song, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
Talk: “Proofs of the Need of Prayer.” 
1. People in trouble always turn to prayer.. 
2. People who drift away from prayer drift: 
away from God. 
3. The happiest people are praying people.. 
The unhappiest people are those who do 


not pray. 
Song, “Take Time to Be Holy.” 
Benediction. 


Recessional, “Ere You Left Your Room This: 
Morning.” 


IV. AN EVENING OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

In addition to the green and red of the ordinary 
Christmas decorations, the only decorations needed 
for the evening of carol-singing are a star and a 
manger, both electrically lighted. The light in the 
manger is much the brighter light of the two, ané 
the light is used in the manger instead of a doll 
or a baby. These lights in the star and in the 
manger are not in use as the people gather. The 
ordinary lights of the church are used in the 
ordinary way at this time. Be sure that the stam 
and the manger are placed opposite one anothen 
diagonally, so that it may seem when both lighte 


do go on that the star really shows the way to the 
manger. 


“THE SANITARY” dndivicual_ CUPS 


‘ Communion 

Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
The individual com- 
munion service per- 
mits an impressive 
ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups 
(many state laws now 
demand them). We 
make the finest quality 
of beautiful polished 
trays and supply thousands of satisfied congregations. 
Send for free Catalog with quotations. 

SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
200-E 57th Street Rochester, N. Y. 


7 7 1 is filled with the fines 
The Homiletic Magazine Outlines and Illustration 
from active pastors each month. Only $1 per year. Special introdua 
tory offer, 7 months for 50c, 16 months for $1.00. 


THE HOMILETIC MAGAZINE 


Walterboro South Carolin‘ 
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A New Song-Book 
New Revival Gems 


oa 


REVIVAL GEMS 


A Smal! Book 


mith 


A Big Mission 


ay 


aE _JUDSON PRESS 
Serna Low Axcess 
Sars Tosoxro 


An entirely new collection of 
spel songs and 
all song-book 
Revival Gems. 
nday schools, 


seventy-five hymns, 
short choruses for use wherever a 
is needed. This book is a _ successor 
It is designed for revival meetings, 
prayer meetings, young people’s meet- 
gs, and Sunday night services. Every church or 
nday school which successfully used Revival Gems 
ill be more than pleased with New Revival Gems. 
e convenient size, 534x7% inches. 64 pages. Round 
shaped notes. 


~ 915 cents a copy, postpaid 
ah 00a hundred, delivery extra 


1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


Ashburton Place, Boston 
2328 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
313 W. Third Street, Los Angeles 
1107 McGee Street, Kansas City 
505 New World Life Bldg., Seattle 
223 Church Street, Toronto 


Order from Our Nearest House 


FOR YOUR CHURCH 
Genuine Deagan Carillons 
Truly “The Memorial Sublime” 


vv 


si The New Deagan Celesta-Vox, 

electrically amplified Chimes of sur- 

passing sweetness and purity; priced 
to appeal to every congregation. 


Write for details 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
141 Deagan Building Chicago 


~ 


aie 
Count 


@ For Greater Loyalty 
@ For Purer Lives 
@ For Nobler Giving 
Do it all with a Service that 
teaches, inspires and interests 
the whole school, young and old. 


White itis 
for the hing 


Reaches and teaches your whole congrega- 
tion. Makes Christ and His life the center 
of Christmas. Impresses the ideal that the 
Gift of Self—of Service—of Substance, is the 
True Christian Way to observe Christmas. 


Approved and used by 60,000 churches. 
Write today for folder describing the plan, 
its origin and just how your church can have 
a WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING service. 
SUPPLY PRICES 
“White Gifts for the King’’ second revision 


35c each. 

New 1933 Pageant (words and music) 25c 
each. 

Leaflet containing Suggested Pledges per 
100, 50c : ; 

Beautiful Offering Envelope printed in 


colors per 100, 50c. 


Complete outfit containing all of above and 
three additional pageants and services, 
total value $1.25. Special offer $1.00 postpaid. 


No Free Samples. 


Order immediately. Plan well in advance. 
Make this your most successful Christmas. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
43-E W. Washington St., Indianapolis, Ind 


Individually Tailored by American Craftsmen 


ae and Choir GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit Hang- 
ings, Bookmarkers, Fab- 
rics, etc. 

Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen—Junior Choir 
Vestments 


Lowest prices consistent with 
values. Correspondence invited. 


reste for half a century 


Cox Sons & Vining, Inc. 


131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 


HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 


Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed 


PICO R PCY ae ae see eee a et 
ammermill Bond Letterheads, White or Colors, Any Size. 
nvelopes to Match, 85% x6% Se a oe 


etterheads and Envelopes_____ 


atterheads any size, Envelopes 3%x7% or 4%x9%—_--__ 
Send for Samples 


HE J. R. S. CO., Dept. E. 


cree esee ae aeeers 100 250 500 1M 
Ye $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
aoe 1.00 1.75 2.50 4.00 
Sse 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
a et 2.00 8.50 5.50 10.00 


800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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RRR AGING ETA ES 
Mi 
Contemporary 


Religious 


Thinking 


Edited by 
ROBERT WYCKOFF SEARLE, D. D. 
and FREDERICK A. BOWERS, D. D. 


$2.00 


Just the volume for stimulating afresh 
the careful thinking of every preacher as 
he prepares to face the next few months. 
Will the Church and its message be a 
power in the shaping of the new day? 
This volume presents seventeen sermons 
preached by leaders of eight major Prot- 
estant groups, giving a cross-section of 
religious thinking—samples of what 
such men are actually saying to their 
own congregations. Here are voices 
speaking courage. 


Walter R. Bowie 
George A. Buttrick 
Edmund B. Chaffee 
W.H. Freda 

C. W. Gilkey 

M. J. Hoffman 
Douglas Horton 
Lynn H. Hough 
Paul Jones 


Sermons on the Church’s 
Responsibilities in the 
Period just Ahead. 


Second Printing—Now Ready 


Rufus M. Jones 

F, J. McConnell 

J. V. Moldenhauer 
H. C. Phillips 
Paul Scherer 
Russell H. Stafford 
Charles Trexler 

E. B. Van Arsdale 


“Practically all the sermons reveal a 
keen awareness of the moral problems 
underlying our social and economic 
chaos.”—Reinhold Niebuhr’s review in 
New York Herald-Tribune. 


FALCON PRESS, Inc. 


330 WEST 42d STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 


fw 1T GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY 


SECTIONAL BOOKCASE 
Endorsed by over 200,000 users. 
Furnished in different designs, materials and finishes. 


Sold on approval direct from factory. Send for catalog K-12 3 
THE C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. LITTLE FALLS, N.Y. _ 


FITS ANY SPACE 
“Always complete 
yet never finished” 


70 il, en ame 
HE IDEAL BOOKCASE $3 MODERN LIBRARY 


When the hour for the service arrives the lights 
are all turned off, leaving the room in total dark: 
ness except for the flashlights of the ushers, who 
cannot continue their work without some small 
illumination. The program will be mimeographee 
and carried out without announcement. 

Immediately after the rustle succeeding the 
switching off of the lights has subsided, a reades 
reads (from memory, of course) Matt. 2:1-1C 
When he reaches the word “star,” the star-light 1 
turned on, and furnishes the sole illumination fo« 
most of the remainder of the service. 

Solo, duet, or choir selection, “There’s a Beautii 
vb, Sneaiey” 
A prayer of thanksgiving for the coming of thi 

King. : 

Trio, “We Three Kings of Orient Are.” 

Scripture, Luke 2 :8-16. 

Congregational song, accompanied by stringed im 
struments instead of the organ, “Silent Night.: 

A prayer of thanksgiving for the Saviour. 

Song, “The First Noel,” by the children. 

Congregational song, “:O Little Town of Bethle 
hem.” At the beginning of the second stanz: 
the manger light is turned on, revealing “Maryy 
sitting and “Joseph” standing by the mange: 
looking down into it. They hold their positiom 
until the end of the service. The program cor 
tinues by the light of both the star and th 
manger. 

Bible reading in concert by the congregation, Is: 

111 2=" Isan 5324-6. 

Congregational song, “O Come, All Ye Faithful) 

Children’s carol, “God Rest Ye, Merry Gentle! 
men,” 

Congregational songs: “Hark, the Herald Ange: 


Sing.” “Joy to the World.” 
Benediction. Recessional, “While Shephere 
Watched.” 


Choir and 
Pulpit Robes 


A robe by Cotrell & Leonard is rec- 

ognized as the standard of authen- 

ticity and excellence. Send for sam- 
ples of materials and for prices. 


Established 1832 


COTRELL and LEONARD | 
485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


BETTER CHURCH 
MUSIC 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY will be 
pleased to assist you in selecting your Song 
Books. Write us your problems and needs. 
We will make recommendations, and send 
on approyal books and sheet music best 
adapted to your needs. 


Write Today. 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


28 E. Jackson Blvd., 721 Arch St., 
Chicago, III. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Exp. 
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CLARKS  “UNITKPE 
COPPER  ChURCh 
BULLETIN BOARDS 


THE UNITYPE SYSTEM OF CHURCH PUBLICITY 
COMBINES ELEGANCE AND REFINEMENT 
WITH EFFECTIVE DISPLAY 
W.L.CLARK CORPARY. Inc 
MFRS & PATENTEES 
52 LAFAXETTE ST. NEW YORK 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ON REQUEST 


= 


PORTABLE 


&s CHAPELS 
SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
Send for Free CATALOG, Today 


ERSHON & MORLEY CO. 


Main Street Saginaw, Michigan 


Ask for List of 
LECTURE SETS 
GHUNDAEDS OF SUBJECTS: 


) 
prose one SLIDES 
Victor, Anmatocnapy (ona, 


114 VICTOR, BLDC, 
DAVENPORT, 
IOWA. 


VICTOP: Poriable 
§TEREOPTICON 


WRITE FOP: 
RICESSTERMS 


EMORIALS—Made in Wood 
Pulpits, Communion Tables, Lecturns, 
Altars, Chairs or Pulpit Settees. Many 
other articles are suitable for gifts of this 
kind. Send particulars as to your needs. 


HAS. A. DOLPH, The Church Furniture Man 
30-12 East Main Street Northville, Michigan 


=~ Bilhorn Folding Organs 
Sest Noted for durability and long sery- 
es ice because of superior materials, 
ie workmanship, volume, tone quality, 
Ewe = strength and sturdiness. 

Write for Special Christmas Offer 


HORN BROS., 306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, III. 


5,000 MINISTERS WANTED 
Also Other Christian Workers 


To sell Bibles, Testaments, good books and 
handsome velvet Scripture Mottos. 


Good Commissions. Send for free catalogue and price list 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
EPT. No. ‘‘U’? MONON BLDG. CHICAGO, ILL. 


STANDARD 


Graded Lessons 
are CHRIST- CENTERED Lessons 


SEND FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


th and Cutter Streets Cincinnati, Ohio 


E WRITE ORIGINAL SERMONS FOR 
BUSY PASTORS’ SPECIAL USE 


Nothing Duplicated. Also Articles and 
Conference Papers. Prompt, Scholarly Service. 
thors’ Research Bureau, 516 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City 


A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


QS" Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


HOIR GOWNS 


BULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings-Ornaments-Fringes- 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 


For Secretary and Treasurer 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2 


Sunday , 
SCHOO es 


Records | 7RY THEM THIS YEAR 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalogue free. Samples of 
various styles sent on receipt of 25 
cents. 
| Edwards Folding Box Co. 

Manufacturers of Folding Paper 
Boxes of All Kinds 

27 N. 6thSt. 

PHILADELPHIA 


Re hh 
Hagerstow 


aera PEANEES 


EASY TO GET 


Collecting a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Socjety. 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used. Write for Samples and Prices. 


THE HARRISON CO. UNION CITY, IND. 


Duplicating Machines, $3.85 to $95 


MOST Complete Line of ALL KINDS of Duplicating Machines, 
Supplies, Repairs and Accessories in America. 

Clay Composition, Gelatin Sheet and Roll Film, Rotary Stencil, 
as “EXCELLOGRAPHS,” Rebuilt Mimeographs, Rotospeeds, 
E 


te. 
Stencil Picture Tracers, Minister’s Mimeo. Manual Art Book, Etc. 
Photo-Litho-Folder, Price List, Etc. FREE. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO. 
SUITE 582 Pittsburgh, Pa. 


1 5 F (Stamps or coin) brings, by 


return post, that wonderful new hymn 
“What Think Ye of Christ” and 37 other 
“gems.” Ask for 


99 Address: GRANT TULLAR 
“Wayside Hymns P.O. Box 246D, Orange, N. J. 
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Book Reviews, Swanson. 
Bulletin Board Slogans. 
Christmas Carol Service 

98, 104, 105, 106, 109, 112, 124 
Christmas Doxology, Warren....97 
Christmas (Poem) Vinten 
Church and Society, Phelan....110 
Church Night, Still 
Churches, Empty, Lappin 
Communion Service .. 
Dramatic Service.. 
Editorial Comment. 
Empty Churches, 
From My Reading 
Greek N. T., Warren. 


Illustrations, 

Jesus Had Come, Rhys. 
Little Jew, Another, Benson.. 
Methods of Church Work 
Music For Choir and Organ.... 
New Year Resolutions 
Pantry Party 

Prayer, Need of, Still........... 
Readiness is All, Barson........ 
Sermons 

Universal Bible 


Afflictions and Grace. 
Bulletin Board Slogans. 
Christmas Carol Service. 

105, 106, 107, 108 
Christmas Letterheads 104 
Christmas Stocking Pledges....105 
Communion Service. .---105 
Doorknob Hangers... .104 
Dramatic Service... -107 
Light To See It... ee OF 
Linen Lilies, Party.... vs 
Money for Equipment... 
Music for Choir and Organ..108 
New Year Resolutions ee | 
Pantry Party. 
Prayer Meetings, Basis 0 
Suggestions for Members........ 
Sunday School Teachers... 
Thank You Cards 
Universal Bible Sunday. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Christmas Began in Manger. 
Christmas Peak of Year 
Christmas Tide 

Christ Part of Life 

Christ Speaks Language. 
Heard Unseen Ocean.... 
Let Nothing Dismay... 
Making Song True...... 
Mirror in Cathedral ~~ 
Prince, Earthly, Heavenly...... 
Spirit of Christmas 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS 


I—Illustrations 
O—Outlines 

P—Prayer Meeting Talks 
S—Sermons 


Gen. 28:18-22 (P) 
Psa. 189:7 (1) 
Psaz 141-86 (be 
Prov. 4:18 (I)- 
Isa. 5:7 (1) 
Matt. il 

Matt. 

Matt. 


5 at 
62423 16313521 311, @) 
12:40 (S) 1 
1:11-12 we 
Sict6 (Les 
15 332 (oe 
14:10 (1) 
I Com 15:55-57 (P)... 
Heb. 1:1-3 (O) 
Heb. 10:21-25 (O). 
Jas. 1:21 (1) 
Rev. 1:11 (1) 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH EQUIPMENT 


HYMN BOOKS 
Hope Publishing Co. 
Judson Press 
Tabernacle Pub. Co. 
Tullar, Grant 


BIBLES 
Oxford University Press 
BOOK STORES 
George W. Noble 
Salvation Army 
BOOK CASES 
C. J. Lundstrom Mfg. Co 


BOXES (Folding) 


Edwards Folding Box Company 


BULLETIN BOARDS 
Ashtabula Sign Company 
Clark, W. L. C 
Winters Specialty Co 

CANDLES 
Will & Baumer Candle Co 

CHIMES 
Deagan, Inc., 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
PILGRIM PRESS 
Westminster 
Woolverton Printing Co 


CHURCH AND SUNY SCHOOL SUPE LIES 


Dietz, Wm. 
Goodenough & Woglom. 
Gospel Trumpet Co 
Meigs Pub. Co 

Revell Co., Fleming H 


INSURANCE 


Church Members Relief Association 


MINISTERS CAS. UNION 


Second Cover 


LEATHER GOODS 
Halvorsen Co 


MAGAZINES 


Homiletic Magazine 


Illustrator 


Westminster Press 
MONEY RAISING 


Harrison 


MOTION PICTURE PROJECTORS, STERE- 
OPTICONS, SUPPLIES, FILMS 
Bell & Howell 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


Hall-Mack 
Rodeheaver 


ORGANS (Folding) 


ilhorn 


White, A. L. Mfg. Co.......... 


Standard Publishing Company 


CHURCH FURNITURE (Altars, Seating) 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
DeMoulin Brothers Company 
Dolph, C. A 
Redington & Company, J. P.. 

Svoboda, Charles 


CUSHIONS 
Ostermoor & Co 


DUPLICATORS (Rotary) STENCILS, INK 
Lester Publishing Cc 


GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 
Cotrell & Leonard 
Cox Sons & Vining 
Moore Company, E. R.. 
Ward Company, C. E 


HOTELS 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hall 


ORGANS (Pipe) 
Austin Organ Co. 


Wicks Pipe Organ Co. 
PARISH PAPERS 

National Religious Press, The 
PORTABLE CHAPELS 

Mershon & Morley Company. 


PUBLISHERS 
Cokesbury Press 
Falcon Press 


REVELL CO., FLEMING H... 
WiTDRe un 


SERMON HELPS 
Author’s Research Bureau 
Willard, M. E. & B. H 


STATIONERY AND ENVELOP 
J. R. S. Company s 


WINDOW PAPER 
Parrish Co., S. H 


POOP GA 


bU 


Z™ 


O 


